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As je tbereßie have receive Crit Feſus the Lord, fa 
walk ye in him, Col. ii. G. But of bin ure ye in 
Criſt Feſus, who of God is matte unto us I iſanm, and 
Rightemune/7, and Sartification, and Redempiign, 1 Cor. 
i. 30. And ye are ccmipleat in hin. Col. it. 10. 
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EIN G determined on the 
MF "I publication of theſe Sermons, 
IA the coniiderc.tion of having 
D once had the honour of liv- 
ing in your Family, immediately lead 
me to conccive no one had fo good a 
right to their dedication as yourlell. 
A Breach, not long ſince, was nine 
in your Family, by the Death of Iwo 
of your Daughter, on whom your 
Affections were deicrvedly placed, and 
for whoſe Proinerity and Welfar e ycu 


ſhewed fo great a concern, * ivy 
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iv The DEDICATION. 


have leſt this World of ours—But 
« jt to bc abſent from the Body, and 
« be preicnt with the Lord 3s far bet- 
ce ter, methinks you ſhould gladly 
forcgo your Loss for their Gain. 

I heartily condole with you on their 
Removal, but at the ſame time, 1:nce 
there is fo much reaſon to believe, not 
iy that ſcrious but ſaving Impre(- 

uns were made on their minds, tha 
a werk of Grace was wrought in their 
on! carts by the divine Spirit, from 

their por ſonal Surrender of themſelves to 
Cod through a Redcemer, as well as 
from a rcligious turn of mind, and 
good behaviour in life; the Pain which 
tlie parting with ſuch Children might 
zuitly Create, and the ſorrow which might 
naturally ariſe in the breaſt of every 
tender Patent on that account, muſt 
be very much mitigated and aſwaged, 
becatſe not without hope, that they 
v.cie What they profeſſed, and what 
too you mult yourſelf wiſh them to 


I. 


A good 
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A good God, Sir, hath highly di- 
ſtinguilbed you, by giving you a great 
Eft! ue, and hercby enabled you to do 
vaſtly more for him than others; and 
it is well knowa that you are not only 
capable of, but happily diſpoſed to do 
good and gencrous actions. 

May the ſame Humanity, and Chri- 
ſtian benevolence you have hitherto 
ſhewed to the Common Poor in genc- 
ral, and the Neceſſitous Miniſters of 
Chriſt, in particular; of all Denomi- 
nations, without diſtinction, be ſtill 
carefully cultivated by you, and daily 
more and more enlarged, even in pro- 
portion to the abundance of your 
Riches. | 

May the Bleſſings of the upper Spring 
be ſhowered down on you, as plenti- 
fully as thoſe of the nether have been. 
May you be as rich in Faith and Good 


Works, as you are in Earthly Trea- 
ſures. 


Go on, Sir, to fear no more in time 
to come, than in time paſt, “ to caſt 


© your 
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« your bread on the wa ters, for after 
& many days you {hall find it,” and 
have an ample recompence finally 

macle you. It you can ſay, when the 
great 3*roprictor and Lord of all ſhall 
come aud reckon with you, and de- 
mand an account to be given him of 
your Sterrard. nip Lord, thou de— 
ce liveicaſt to me Five Talents; be- 
c UA, I have gained beſides them 
Fic Talents more.” You may con- 
Hic. -ntly conclude, that he will com- 
mend your Dilizenc nd Faithfulneſs, 
app! Lud your Wilt 150 good Conduct 

belore Ang e!s and Men, and ſay to 

vou“ . el done thou god and 
& faithful mas; thou hat been 
ce ee Reg a few things, I will 
e make thee Ruler over many things; 
ce enter hh into the Joy of thy Lord.” 
Illis is the way, not only to live, 
but to die honourably and comforti- 
ble, as well as ſafely and happily ; to 
enable you to leave this World with- 
out reluctancy, but with Choice, and 
10 
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to look into the inviſible and vachange- 
able ſtate opening on you, with raptu- 
rous Delight; to wiſh the few re- 
maining Moments more quickly to pas 
away, that you may get into the Pa- 
radiſe of God, and live and reign for 
crer with him there. 

May it be your unſpeakablc apy: 
ncis to be preparcd again t ne lat 
Arca: audit Day; that win others 
having been ved in tlie Pr 


10 ice 2 
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and Bund wanting, zall [tans inouon- 
ic:s before the Judg e, and be ordered 
» be caſt into outer b 21 2s 
vprofitablo Servants, where is e 

zg and Gnaſhing of n FOL a * — 


ing f finiſhed the Work given vou to 
do, and Conti inucd POT: $1 1 10 t — 


Denth, ay be lound of him in 
IT ACL 3 and be able to Civ up Your 


Account with Joy, and not with 
Grief, may be ordered to inherit a 
Kingdom, which Cannot be moved, 
to Wear a Crown of Glory that ſadeth 
mat aa 


— 


That 
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That the followins Diſcourſes, 
through the Divine Bleſſing, may be 


rendered uſeful to you, in their peru- 


ſal, to advance this moſt of all impor- 
tant Deſign, is the unfeigncd Deſirc of, 


S1 
Z our moſt Obliged 


Humble Servant, 


Matthew Jackſon. 


I! cathersfieid, 


March 10, 1750. 


F 


renne 29 2. 
* N 28 2 4ST | 2 2 LO , e d LES. 


LOS. 


3} QILIPPIANS i. 21. 


For me to live is Chri// — 


IE world is a buſy place, and very 
few, or none, ſtand wholly idle in 
it; but though cvery man almouzl 
is ſcen doing ſomcthing or another, 
yet who is ſeen imploying himtelf 

well, and as he ougnt to do, ordinarily ? Scarce 

any man looks to his foul, and minds the great 
concern of all, I niean, to fear Gol and kcep 

Bis Command:nents, which the wie man calls, 
be di f man, or the principal thing that 


7 * ' . 7 

mould be minded, and done, though all elſe 
he dilregarded, and leſt undone. Relivion ſœems 
o be the laſt thing that enters into their 


thoughts, 


nitien, to Prove. denen 8 (BED) * faith th 


3 


aughts z Ta hey An But gratify their fe Mn 
RIDE etires, and 1 ald aniwecr the various 


cravi: e of the body fully, and to dene, tho 
* the foul be! nt cy, or at leit * the 


7 
% 
* 


give 
them little Gr no anc aht a; pparently, 5 
. 047 their 2 cad 4.1. L je „ „. nd d. ul therr 
Pl? ve a 176079 hear!, as if Gd did accept 
„; their chief inguiry being after 
rant n Ly Mhich arc things our Sa- 
our told His C ic: iple: 3, tbc Ceniiles ſock after, 
Cr arc inGcrum ratoly 1011. op 18 about; who knew 
no better, x ho had no ::24:t tenſe of their duty, 

and true interem, and no revelation given them, 
ther to adorn their minds, or direct their 
r:aRice, as they had but gnce the manifeſta- 
den of Ch 'riit in the fcth, even the Gentzles 
hu n e caſin to plead their ignorance in this 
Point, ar to aſk, whet they are ie as to be ſaved, 
a heretofore, becau by the Goſpel, life and 
g t6dity 7s brunkt to lis Sr; and 45e Grace 
„ Ged, ⁊t lich  bringeth latvolion. has appeared to 
all ien; teartir T us, Tat d. ing ung odlincſõ 
A. 1 0 ah a lt; 5 TWO 0 alk tine jooc rv, "rinble 
6, 71% Suite iu the frefti® e d Thercforc 
thatc things being um mat: {0 fully known, 
it's certain, We are and Can bs only happy, 
vhen we do thunt; as our Ie told his diſ- 


ciples Uintſelf by Way Of Caution, and * 


122011 t-part, overlooked, and noevlettcd, it 


7 
& 
4 

110 


22 


* 


"Sh 28 


ws + 


%% 1 : W 1 * ph 2 ” 
2 Feclel. ix. . ut. vi 3 Ta 4 18. 


6-4-4 

has no works accompanying it for juſtification, 
or that is deſtitute of love to Cod, and man, 
and an ny of the traits of ri2ateaincls, Wiica 
are by ſeſus Chriit, to the raile and glory of 
God; which made our «ON, in another place, 
acc them, ct h did more than others? 

What conitru.” an 12070 can we put on the 
conduct ci the IE 4 Ot maypbind, I alſo 
may air, When we boa! 4iem living without 
Go, and without hrt in the world? Muſt 
1 fav, they have too hard a leon given them 
to learn; that Chriitia: ty is an imp racticable 
thing; that it's an inſtitution 10G ſublime, and 
refined for them, cither to comprchend in their 
minds, or reduce to obſcrvan-e in liſe e, as far 
as it's matter of duty? What, dota not the in- 
finitely wiſe, and good Cod, iow our frame, 
and underſtand the meaſure o bur capacity? 
Is our bleſſed Lord fo hard a after as to re- 
quire impoſſibilities; he that has done and ſuf- 
tered io much to obtain our red emotion, and 
needed not that any one ſhould te:tiil y of man, 
becauſe he knew what was in man! Ly 0 
means. We have 2 cioud of witn<!.s cuoom- 
paſſing us about to prove the Contrary, t en. 
courage us to lay W every wiight, and 1 
Sin which moſt eaſily beſets us, and „ elt 3 
patience the race ſet before us. The calc :5 „ An 


e not configer. This complaint we m ay 1 
I 


ur day take up, which the Prophet 7G/u7 ad 
22 
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in his i. They give themſelves no leiſure for 
deliberation about ſerious things; lor ſelf c- 
mination concerning their ſtate Godward, and 
diligent enquiry, whether they have the divine 
warrant for all they do; whether the rule they 
walk by be ſcriptural, or that of the Goſpe! ; 
and the principles, they act from, and views, 
they act with, ſuch as their conſciences now 
do not, 2nd they are ſure will not, upbraid 
tiiem ior, either in life, or at death, and the 
day of Judt gzment; when the ſecrets of all hearts 
ſlall be laid open, and every man will be re- 

warded according to the decds done in the bo- 
dy, whether they be good or whether they be 
evil: the preſent moment only is before their 
eyes, and the riches, honours, and pleaſures of 
this world arc what they call their chief good, 
and have their hearts wWhöolly fer upon. * But 
20 will it profit a man, if be ſteuld gain the 
 eobole world, and loſe his own ſeal ; or what 771 
a man give in exchange for his aud? 

There is one thing necdful they are without, 
in the greateſt earthly affluence, who live to 
hemſetves only, and not to him, | 0099 gave l- 
tif jor them an efferiug, and fe crifice to God for 
a faxet ſinelling favour, which they wofully 
neglect, and ſet light by, and which it's the 
great felon of the > Geſps 4 to keep in their re- 
mconbrance, and to excite th:m to a conſtant 


and im e = attention to, and profecution 
F< 
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nf | 


1 


of, Pachile it is callvd 1 day, aud befere the 
night Of CLAN overtakes them, when there is 
no more working; and which it both atis us 
in to the utmoſt, and lays before us tlie moſt 
perſuaũve motives, to {et about, and to render 
our duty caſy, and delightſul, and every way 
worthy of our aſtecti mate reg ud. Now as under 
the Law the whoic of religion was . 
in the fear 1 wve of Cod, and obedlence to 
his com nmandments: ſo under the Goſpel, it is 
compriſed in faith in Chriit, and love to lim, 
in rope entance from dead works, and henour- 
ing him as we honour the ather ; or, in Othier 
words, in recciving him under that threek;i1 
character of a Prophet, Prieſt, and King, he 
is exhibited to us in the Golpe? ; Which 5 © 
Apoſtle calls O0, 20 Tc vii 711 bt, , a> Wel! 14 
receiving bim; a fulliug bim an; a noming bis 
name; and a d. parcing eon inigiuity; ant in 
the words of the Text, for me 10 live is CMA 
and el{ewhcr2 a living 77 ae and bp babes 
in lim, whom he profeſſes was his all in all; 

his very liſe, and hope of i glory 
in ſpeaking t5 theik word: „ we may CON12- 
der them in a double views, either as haviry 1 
reſcrence to St. Paul ouiy, as an Apoſtle, RY 
" 


Miniſter of the Goſpel, and 10 r N 0 


* 
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the character of cvery ſucceed g faithful \ ie 


2 at 


nifter of Jeſus Chriit aſter him; or as 3 1 
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re ſcrc: CC to him as a Chriſtian, and #& dt fctip- 
tiroc we ciznacter of every diſciple of Icſus, 
or true bellever in him: In the former ſenſe 
the words ane taken with Emitation and re- 
traint, as e e apple: e only to fuciy 
as are in facred Orders; in Oe latter, they are 
in a more large and exteni:ve ſenſe, 
applicable ! u general to all Chrifiians 7 —5 at 
LON, wii mean as they fay, and are 
that in life they are in pruſeſſion. 
il boot with contdering the words, 
Fi, As J. aring a reference to St. Paul only, 
as an A] oſtle, and N Iiniiter of the Goſpel, and 
10 d. ert 19 Mf the character of every ſuc- 
Cociing fithiul Miniſter of Jeſus Cariit after 
Pu, of ail iich, and ſuch only, wo fron 
the heart con av, 19 mz {6 lie is Cbriſt, at all 
nee, and in all places; Whenever, 2 aud where- 
erer, there . a call in Prov idence upon him 
to bear his teſtim ny to the truth as it is in 
Jesus: t1lis 55 expected partic W to be done 
Was are appointed to miniſter in holy 


- 1 
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things, and do take the pangral charge of any 
5 mo 
people upon them, to ſhow tnemſelvss hat- 
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hy e in religion, who has ſo much grace 
23 to cpable him to make fo heroical 2 con- 
lei * and truly Chriſtian declaration of his 
faith : for 1 verily believe, it i requires the frmeſt 
retolution, 2 and greateſt maznanionty to lead a 
life of continued mortification, and 01! deula, 
ſuch as the Goſpel requires of all its projet Tors, 
eſpecially when ſuiterinz, and periccutions, 
; tg oft us for fo doing. 
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and fear; ofcntimes they have ſtrong delires 
to do things which they dare not, and which 
they refrain from only, ceaſe toy nd 011 
une cer % 4 gra ce, Or v onld fu? no damage, 

cho 2 underte 41: they F399 at, * in 15 15 (he 
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gerous and ſcandlalous too, no man in His ſenſes 
would have wy thing to do with it, or would 
be long at a loſs ; What meaſures to purlue, and 
re folut! ons to form con cerning it ; unicls he has 
fume ner, and much nobler views to direct 
his proceed! Ze, Or to provoke and anima'- his 
endeavours in it, than the preſent world; or 
lomewhat to compenſate , and male hin a- 
menàs for his loffes and ſuff lein S 1M this; 
v-l1:ci1 © hers are ſtrangers to, Wis del by Alt 
end mot by feilh : which was the very caſe 
with St. Poul, Who ſcemed to have had the 
mt tearful notions of the diſadvantages which 
attended thc profeſſion of Chriſtianity vhen 
lie told the Co; It fin 5575 » that! Fin tis life only 
we let (pe in Cirilt, we are of all men the 
nauſl wiijeratiez as much as to ſay, the re- 
proaches, contempt, ill treatment, and forrows 
we are here ec: noſed to, are ſo many and great, 
tliat if any perſons ſcem to be neglected by 
Providence, and appointed to wrath, to lie 
ir the diſpicaſure of the Almighty, and 
the curſe of heav en, it is the ſincere Chri- 
ſtian 

He knew the doctrine of the Croſs from dai- 
ly {2d exporic NCC WAS CVC7Y 7 where ſpoken againſt, 
and @ ul & © ne ; That it woes to the Jews a 


femblins & ge and to the Greeks foolifhneſs ; and 


alſo, that the abettors of it were generally look- 
cd on as a parcel” oi filly fellows, a ſct of 
wiong-licaded people, ſuch as were cither ld” 
tity 
P 1 Cor. xv. 19. 


of 


thuſiaſtically mad, or at leaſt were deſiitute cy2n 
of all common ſenſe, and right reaſon", IIe 
knew what his great Maſter had forctold con- 
cerning their condition, who joined themſclvcs 
in diſcipleſſiip to him, that in fle world they 
Should bave tribulation; and be hated of all men 
for his ſake ; that rhey muſt 207 be conformed ts 


the world, but tt ansfor med by the renewing of 


their minds; and in a word, mu? down them- 
ſelves, and toke up their croſs and llaio him. 
And the truth of this prediction he tound fully 
confirmed in himſclf, when ke ſuſtered, as he 
tells Timothy, i even unto bouds ; and w hat the 
Holy Ghoſt aq concerning him in cvery 
city, that bonds and afjliclions ſhould avide bim. 
IIe tells the Corinthians that he thought, rut 
God bad fet forth him and the Apoſtles laſl, as 44 
were appointed to death; for d are, adds he, 
made @ ſpectacle unto the World, and to res and 
to men: We are foils for Chrijt fore, but ve are 
Wife in Chrijt : We ore weak, but ye 45 'e flrong * 
L are banc able, hut we are arifprfed. luden unto 
this preſent Pour, *« e both bunnzer and hui, aud 
are naked, amd bi. ered, and lebe no certain 
4 "roollingeplace: ; end tab Gur, 1 kin 2g With cur 
bonds : bring 7. Talea, wwe 4%; being perſecuted 
We feen it; being d. Med. Ie intreat ; We are 
made as the fit of the World, and offscorins of 


-» 2 5 
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cf! thimgs unto ths day. I «rite nit theſe ti;; 
is rome ꝓcu, but as my beten fons I warn vor. 
And in another place, after having ſuggeſted 
that the like ſufferings might befall them, and 
that they had reaſon to expect they would at 
ſome time, or another, if our vaviour ſpoke 
trth; and the enmity cf the world to Chri- 
Hanity continued as great as it had done hi- 
tha £370, he declates concerning himſelf, that he 
Prepared againſt the wor 9 u that bo L 177 


12 79 7 lod believed; was not ignorant cithcr 


of Chiriſt's Perſon, or of his Goſpel, which 


was a diu gtetiding TO ne and there- 
forc diſtaſfe ul to the gencrality of mankind”. 
(But as it came for hea ven, and did lead to 


heaven, lic pretciics it was worthy of his ac- 


ceptation, and he was ſo fur from being moved 
at any of the trials, and for rows, which had 
befallen, or did yet threaten him, in the faith- 


a 
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ful dite arge of his 11 that * be accormied 
ref £125.40 dear 70 fuel, ', 5 that he maght ſiniſb 
DIY C010. d 212) oy, c. nd the minjtry, which Lo 
Pol FC e . "oe Lure ; 79 tejirſy the gojpel rf 
due of 0 0. 

Le vas To far ON m being diſcouraged at the 
contempt that was caſt u; don it, and its abet- 
tors, tliat he ton ht it the greateſt honour 
that could be done him, in being accounted 
faithful by his cr, to be put into the 
niniſtry, and at Le rcjciccd in tribulation, 

and 

*2 Tim i. 12. 1 Iim. M. 3. Act xx. 24. 


Th 

and that he was eſteemed worthv to ſuffer 
ham for the naine of Jetus ; as did St. Peter, 
2nd the other ApoſRtIc;*, For he calls it a gift“, 
that God had beſtowed on the PheUppiens ; 
meaning a diſtinguiſhing ſavonr, not only that 

they were enabled to believe, but to ſuffer for 
Chriſt's fake. And ſo precious was Jeſus his 
Lord to him, and ſo vercrable an eh had 
he of his Goſpel always, that he not only de- 
clares, he was not aſhamcd of it, but he eflcem- 
cd it the wiſdom, and power of God to his ſal- 
vation: Nay, he entertained the contrary opi- 
nion with horror and deteſtation; he calls on 
God to ferlid it, or to prevent ſuch an impious 
thought from entering into his mind, or that 
he ilzould glory in any thing fave in the Croſs 
of our Lord Jefus Chriit, or the doctrine, or 


the ſufferings of the . b iam, or where-. 


by, tbe world 1s crucified to bin, aud be unto 
{he world, And having given an high enco- 
mium of the Goſpel, by calling it @ freaſure, 
which we bave in cartben wvejſeis, that the excel- 
leucy of the piever may be of CG; he would 
infinuate to you this concluſion, "that as he 
was called to the defence of it, ſo inſtead of 
being diſmayed, or fainting at the proſpect of 
ſufferings, he reſclutcly and chicarfully appear- 
cd in its vindication ; and did his utmoſt jor its 
advancement ; tho' he acknowledges humbly 
:t was only by t the mercy ci God, he was en- 
2 calcd 

Adds v. 4. Phil. i. 29, 2 Cor, ir. 7. Nam. i. 10. 

1 Cor. i. 24. 
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abled hereunto. Me are troubled en every fide, 
aver 7107 dit! ry 16 ed; WHEL re pc f pleo 1 but not in di- 
ſpair; perfect cd, but nos forjaren; call deem, but 
not deftroxed ; always bearing about in the boch the 
ung of he Lord J eſas, that the life alſo of TFeſus 
miglt be menifeſicd in our body ; ; for we who 

lie are elways delivered to death jor Jeſus ſake. 
8 that he was not only an high pretender 
10 triend{kip for Chriſt, but he evideaced the 
Anccrity and a ardency of his affection, by his 
Saithfulneſs and diligence in his ſervice ; and by 
the conſtancy and unwearicd cndcavours he uſed 
always to propagate his Goſpel, and ſet up his 
kingdom in the hearts of men: as he proteſt- 
ed e defi red do dini nothing ſave Jeſus Chrift 
and him crucified; and did account all things but 
fofs for the ea cellency of the knowledge of Jeſus 
Chrifl the Lord; fo he tells you too, » be had 
fuffercd the let of all things for bim; and did ac- 
ecunt them but dung that be might win Chriſt ; 
and be found 11! Lim,” not having bis own righte- 
enfneſs, which is of the Faw, but that which is 
lic the faith of Chriſt, the rightecufneſs ieh 
2; of God by faith : that be might know him, and 
tbe power of {is reſurrection, and the fellowſhip 
of bis ſufferings, being made conformable to his 
dearth, if by any means he might attain unto the 
refurreFion of the dead : not as though I had al. 
cad attuned, or were already perfect, but T fol- 
tx afier, if thet I ms ay apprehend, that for which 
% l, am appr. bonded of Teſus Chriſt. 
| | Whence 


* 2. Cor. 1. 7, Te Þ Dhl, ii. 8, 9, Cc. 


„ 


Wm 


Wience it appears, the Apoſtle was the ſame 
in decd, he was in word, and his life anſwer- 
ed his profeſſion, as cxactly as one tally anſwers 
to another; and if you will read over attentive- 
ly the large Catalogue he gives you of his ſuf- 
ſerings, ar. rd compare them with what you have 
already read, you will think ſo too with aſto- WAR 
niſhment, and that no maſter cver had a more W113 
faithful ſervant. © Are they Minifters of Chriſt, 1 
he aiks, I ſpeak os a fool, Jam more; in la- 1 
beurs more abundant, in firipes above meaſure, | 

L 


ut ] 


in priſcus more frequent, iu deaths often; of tie 
Tews five times received ] forty jfiripes fave one 
thrice as I beaten with rods ; once wwas 1 fron. ut; l 
thrice I. ſuffered ſhipecreck : a mybt and a day 1 
have been in the decp; in gournies often, in pe- it 
rils of water, in perils of robbers, in perils by 2410 
my GWH COuntrymen, in perils by the beathen, in 
perils in the city, in perils in the Wilderneſs, iu 
perils in the jea, in perils among falſe brethren ; 
in wearineſs ond path,, in watchings geen. 
in lunger and thirſt, in Jaſlings ofien, in col, 
and nakedneſs. Bejides twoſe things, which are 
without ; that which comes on me dai, the Cars | 
of all the Ciurches : Who is weak, and I 4 H { | 
weak? Who is offended, ard I burn not? J, I is 
nulſt needs glors, I will glory in my infirmities : | 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Corijt, who ſ 
25 bleſſed for ever, knows I lye not. 1 
Such were the ſufferings of St. Paul, which N 
tho' ſo many and ſo great, yet were ſo far from [8 
dii- 


' 
: 


3 Cor. xl. 235 Oe. 


! 
| 
[ 
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diſcovraging him in his great Nlaſtefs work, 
that he bewalls it, he did not enter mt! his 
irvice fooncr; that he had Ihved ſo long a 
Nrapger and enemy to him; that he had not 
been inſtructcs in the; great myſitries of his 
6 1 |, and Converted to the ſaith of it before ; 
tat Chriſt vis fo fate formed in huis ſoul, and 
hat not taken him into his ſamily, nor given 
115 a commiſſion to Preach the Gol pel till the 
5.1.5 of all the Apotlic: ; Which appeared to 
m 10 oo * a orniilerationt. that hc calls 
ume! If the leafl of a. the Apoſiles; ; and thought 

elf not met to be put into the A poſtleſinp, 
Na cake Je perſecicted the Church. 

Fic tells us indeed, in another place, that Je 
eas at & whit behind the very coef of the Apeſlios; 
but means as to the extraordinary gifts and 
5 that were conferred upon him, and the 

painful ſervices, and bitter ſufterings he 
e::durzd on the account of the Goſpel, in none 
&7 theſe h e was YHICrior to any of them; but 
this one c cum ance Of bis condition, that he 
had been inurious to the Church of Chris ©, made. 
him entertain always the meaneſt pinion or 
bim elf, and to reftiect u upon the Offence with 
So greateſt regret and indignation: to make 

amends for w rich, if petble, he thought it 
IE hangs den duty to uſt ye greateſt diligence 
to retrieve Ioit time, and up his character 
with that wlzich was es of his ſervice to 
his Matter, I labcured, ſays he, more cbundantly 


5472 


1 Cor. xv; 8. eien. 


1 3 1 


lian tem ail; that is, 1 ad, and ſuſlered for 
Chriſt more than any of the reſt of the Apa— 
les: but lealt you — think he was a proud 

and vain boaſter, or he aſſomed any merit to 
khinfclf on that accoust, or aſet bed the whole 
honour of it to his on: . ond power, he 
adds. inc not J, fut the Crnce of Gol that u 


5 8 f 
Wit?) hee : much as 10 fir, this and this oy 
So ab a en a add ns 
it was, which enabled ine hh, fur ported me un- 
ber; AN K. 2 _ 7 23 2 . * 08 ry 215 898 . 7 
4 nd 1 {I} 1811 4 Lani 3 bit 3 47 1717 ＋ 11201111 
and danrzero: is fervices | wwns called nut to, 
Py y * — * 
t\\ nd 1 IT er be CON: dete 114 1 V1: JEVEDT reads 
* 9 I 8 + — Sw - 7 
wer the hiſtory of St. Pans troveis, and the 
pe % 920 I 4 259781 7 2 FE ? 5 1 * * 7 
THIN caricd Sara vours nde uta every Were. 


17 — * * * . a . y 
ang at all times, to convince an vnbeliceing 


— 

4 7 — . 0 
world cf the truth of Chriſtianity and bring 
5 * © * * 
t hem to a rea ly chedicre to that diving in- 
Ii _— Na 
titution, muſt jay; he few like a Scraph that 


ad fix wing; and ſhewed the. ereate!t 2cal, 
1:aſtry, and ſaithfſulnefs in his N-(o- x Cue, 
Hat aux man oy et could er did. "Vit many 
thouſand miles he journeys in the tow voars ite 
went from one to andther piece in the wolld 


14 123-4 
to preach the Goſpel, is almolt incidible, bad 
ve not the relation from bhimtelt; and to in- 
' 4 


ceſtant iabours he did undergo in tie wa. of 
the miniſtry during that ſnort inter- al of t! ne, 
ig beyond a paralle . Not Alea. 5 „Hor Ci iar. 
were more rapid in their Conguy int 
dome, and bringing all nations 20 ub; E201 to 


71 6 "as ; q : % . 3 1 8 * 
em, FE, NC vas in B18 progress thronagh the 
Ca 

— * "4; 1 % — " - I” — " 284 . 3 +, 

WOrid, of) Wi. cenie unte 38 4 IH, and 10 
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{ct up his throne in the hearts of 1991, which 
enabled bim to reflect with comfort, joy, and 
triumph, when the time of his departure drew 
„ieh, upon his paſt conduct in life; and to 
addreſs himſelf to Timothy with that ſpirit, and 
divine aflurance of faitli, on purpoſe, no doubt, 
to inſpire his ſoul with the like ſentiments, 
ud provoke him to the cultivation of the like 
t.:mper and behaviour, When he tells him, 1 
face fouglt a g fight; I bove finijhed thy 
rue; 1 have kept the youu: henceforth there 
75 laid up for me a crown of righteouſne ſs, which 
tve UL. ard, the righiecus June, dei give me at 
that dar; and nat 10 me unly, but i all them u 
love bis appeartng. 

One thing moe | would obſerve to you be- 
forc I ditmiſs this head, and that is, that St. 
Peul ftuck to his principles, and reſolutely 
maiutained the truth, and pleaded for the purity 
of the Goſpel againſt the Feuiſb corruptions of 
it, when Peter and Barnabas ſneaked, and were 
airaid, and aſhamed to ſtand up in its defence; 

nay, he rehuked them for their daſtardlineſs, 
Pa hypocritical behaviour, opcnly and ſharp- 
Iy; he reaſoned the caſe with them freely and 
ſolidly, and confuted their double dealing, and 
ſhameful prevarication. e Peter was come 
to Antioch, he tells the Galatians, I withjivod 
him 10 the face, becauſe be was to be domed 3 
Jer bejure that certain came from James, he did 
eat With tve Gentiles 3 but when they were come, 
be 


2 Fun; ir. 8. $8 Gul. ii. 11214. 


1 


* withdrew and ſeparated himfeif, fearing them a! 
ho were of the circum. ben; and the «ther | 


Jews dijjembled likewtſ® with lun; inſemuch that Wt; 
Barnabas 9% <0as carried a Way with their di i- 
mulation : but when 1 ſaw, that they walked not 
uprightly, according to the truth of the Geſpel, J 
faid unto Peter bejore them all, if thou being a 
Jew, live/t after the manner of the Gentiles, and 
216t as do the ** why coiipelliſi thou the Gen— 
tiles 7o lie as do the Jews ? 

So that theſe words appear to have 2 primary 
reference to St. Paul as an Apoſtle, and Mini- 
iter of Jeſus Chriſt, and with him are deſcriptive F 
of the character of every ſucceeding faithful \ 
Miniſter of the Goſpel ; and point out to us, 
what ſhou!d be their views and employment, 144 
vho enter into hoty Orders; that however others 
behave themſelves in life, they particula:ly have 
work enough on their hands to do; are laid vw 
under the ſtricteſt een to fil up Witih 1705 
Proper duty, that eminent ſtation wherein Pro- 1 
vidence has placed them ; to appear more ca- We 
loas in their Maſter's cauſe, to ſuppoit it more | 
wiring 6 and to plcad it with all thcir | 33/4 
might, in another and different manner from | 
v hat WA chriſtia ns are bound to do. St. 
Paul fays, For theugh I preach Ib Color, £ 4.4 
bade nothing to glory of, jor cn i 167d pe 
me: Tra, wo? 15 unte ne, I pre, ch niet the Ge lp? 
VVhich though he ſpeaks ot hi:mielf, vel he 
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lappoſes is alike binding on all his fellow la- 
bourets in his Lord's vincyard; elſc he would 
not have given Tit that exhortation, 'Preach 
tho roerd; be inflant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon , 
reprove, rebuke, chart with all long-ſuffering 
ond dh Frine for they are ſet apart by Chriſt 

four this very purpoſe to the miniſterial office. 
dt. Paul indeed came into the Apoitleſhip 
in an extraordinary way; his fellow Apoſtles 
de choſen by our Lord in his life time there- 
to, but he, atter his aſcenſion into heaven; not 
neither as Matias, by the concurrent votes ot 
the reſt, but by an immediate command from 
heaven, he was ſent * 7o bear his name before 
e Gentiles, and Kings, and the Children of Iſ- 
racl ; being made of him a choſen veſſel in order 
thereto. For while he was journying, and came 
near to Damaſcus, and was breathing out ſlaugh- 
ter againſt the new converts to Chriſtianity, he 
was ſtopped on the road by a voice from heaven, 
attended with a ſhining light around him, ſay- 
ing, Saul, Saul, by perfecutejt thou me? It is 
hard jor thee to kick again the pricks : at which 
being aſtoniſhed, and unable to return any rea- 
lonable anſwer to the awful queſtion, through, 
no doubt, a conſciouſneſs of guilt, and a full 
conviction of his folly and wickedneſs, be- 
comes on a ſudden obedient to the divine 
viſion, and gives his Lord a blank, as it 
were, to ſign, or to write down his own terms 
in it of his acceptance of him; ſaying, Lera, 
What 


i2 Tim, iv. 2 k Acts ix. 15. 
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hat wilt thou have me to de? In which holy 
ectcrmination he was further confirmed by the 
cure that was afterward wrought on him by 
Ananias, whom he had fern in a viſton coming 
to him, and puting bs hinds en þ1;n, that he 
might receive his fight. With great propriety 
then he told the Galatiais, that he was ' az 
Ad:jtlr, not of men, nor by man, but by Teſs 
Civil, aud God the Fath er, who raiſed mim from 
te el.. 

And no wonder was it, that St. Paul, who 
was like a brand plucked out of the fire, and 
from a veſſel of wrath made at once a veſſel of 
mercy, who from a itatc of actual rebellion, 
and the moit rancorous enmity, was taken into 


immediate favour, and preſerred to the higheſt 


honour in the hank it is no wonder, 7 ſoy, 
that one ſo remarkably diſtinguiſhed by his Ma- 
iter's clemency and grace, ſhould afterward re- 
turn love for love, and diſcover in the moſt ex- 
traordinary manner the ſtrongeſt and moſt un- 
teigned affection to him he was able; - and ſhould 
ſay, as in the words of the Text, 40 V 7o {0 75 
Chrift; that is, «His I am, and him ! vill ſerve, 
* who has done ſuch great things {ur me; be 
* has bound me in the faſteſt inanner to his 
both in gratitude and duty, and 1 «ill do my 
et beſt endeavour to anſwer my engagements ; 
{© he has ſtopped me in my full career of wie- 


*« kcdnels, delivered me ont of a ſtate of vai- 


e fſalage to fin and Satan, and advanced me to 
ID 2 te the 
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* thc liberty of the ſons of God : he has called 
« me not only to be a Saint, but to be a n Apo- 
<« ſtle, to preach thoſe glad tidings of faivatio 
te which he f: ſt inclined my he cart to rejoice in, 
« and yield full conſent to. And! magnify my 

Oitice, and {hall never think much of ſpen«! d- 
e int mie, or of being ſpent for him. I be- 
« heve in him, and whaterer others do, I am 
reſohed, through his grace, to ſerve him; 
« is ai cority I reverence, and his honour | 
© mcan always to conlult, and to the beit of 
« my ability promote. Vith delight I think of 
© him continually ; and in doing and tuftering 
* his will, I glory: his cxample is cver before 
mine cycs; and the fame mind ſhall be in 
©* mc that was always in him. Whether I live, 
« will live to the Lord; whether I die, 1 will 
© dic to the Lord; that whether I live or die 
e may be the Lord's. ® }/herefore I labour, that 
© whetwer preſent or abſent I may be accepted of 
Amn. And the reaſon he aſſigns for thus con- 
dJucting himſelf you have in a following verſe, 
for the e of Chrilt conſtraineth us, becauſe we chas 
judg e, that if one died for all, then were all dead ; 
and that he died for all, that they ale live flor Id 
not benceferth live unto themſetoes, but unto L111 
e ard for them, and reſè again. 

I mall not conſider theſe words any further 
in this limited and reſtrained ſenſe, as they have 
2 reference to St. Paul as an Apoſtle, and Mi- 
ziiter of Jeſus Chriſt only, and with him a: 


ip. 


* 2 Cor. v. 7. 


en 


deſtnptice of the charaler of every ſucceced- 
ing faith Miniſter after hin, but ſhall ca- 
tend their meaning. Scceniy, and ſpeak of 
them a, applicable to every ſincere chrilli- 
an, fince it is the Anmofile's own exhortation 
to us, 9 be folliwwers of ram, even as be 05 
was of Cirijl. For this was no duty pan IT 
to St. Paul, either 2s an Apoſite, or Miniſler 
of the Goſpel ; and though he peaks this of 
himſelf, to let the world know his manner e. 0 
life and converſation, and how much he vas 
devoted to his fear and ſervice, into s hich he Boy 
been taken with the reſt of his b:cthren, yet 
the ſame temper of mind, and behaviour to- 
wards Ch::it, is required of every one of us, 

who alſo are entered into his difci pleſhip, and 
have been baptized into his moſt holy name. It 
is as much cur duty as it was his, thus 79 20 
:2 him, who profeis to have received him, and 
to have yielded ourſelves up fo intircly to him: 
the obligation is univerſal, and no man can 
excuſe himſelf from it, who believes the Go. 
pel, and profeſſes that he mal. es that the only 
rule of his daily practice. 

I ſhall endeavour to repreſent their chara 
ter, who fav, to me to live is Chriſt, by confi. 
ccring the following particulars. They Wii 
do fay, 79 me 79 live is Cirijt, do profeſs f:ith 
in his Goſpel, and live up to tha: profeſſion 
they a& ander his divine agency—and by grace 
derived from him do depend on his med. tion 


Ka  & DS « 


> 3 Cor. iv. 16. Philip. ut. 17. 1 Cor. xt. 1. 
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and atonement for acceptance with (501 in 
whatcyer they do, they follow his mult holy 
e::2mple, as the beit comment on his own dac- 
trine and precepts - they propound his glory as 
the end of all their actions — and make him 
tie obiect of their chief delight and compla- 
cency; on Which their fouls daily contemp late 
and reſt, as on their only proper cent 

1 They who ſay, 70 me 76 1:00 75 Cra do 
profeſs faith in his Goſpel, and declare them- 
ieives chriſtians; or, in other words, they believe 
all its doctrines and precepts, whether moral or 
politive, to be the word of God, and their only 
directory in the true religion, which are con- 
taincd and exhibited to them in the writings of 
thc Old and New Teſtament. 

As he is called a Pagan, who worſhips idols, 
and doth homage to falſe gods, or rather to 
ſuch perſons and things as are not gods; who 
bows down before molten images made ol £11- 
ver and gold, and fcrves and praifes gods of 
wood and ſtone, the workmanthip of mens 
hands, co have ma:ths but ſpeak net, eyes but 
fee not, cars but heor not, nes but ſmell nat, net- 
tr bave any breath in their neſiruls. Or as he 
is called a Mr fulman or Turk, who belicves the 
Alcoa: ws to be of Givine 3 niptration, which was 
Gritated 1. dle u't ſa * written, by that wicked 
impoſter 7 Afaruinet, becauſe it is agreed on al! 


Lands (as he himſelf declares) he could not 
write; WIL would therstore nave us the rather 
beoic \ 

Ham en. 


=o 


bclicve he was taken up into the ſeventh hea- 
ven {if I am not miſtaken) and taught thoſe 
goctrines which he pretends he had there re- 
vealed to him ; and to be the Paraclete, or Ad- 
vocate, or Comforter, which jeſus the ton 9“ 
Mary ſorctold ſhould come, and be ſent oi him 
into our world ; and conſequently is both the 
only ſure guide to Paradiſe, or the ſtate of the 
bleſſed, and the moſt wo thy of our accontation 


in that divine character and ofiico or ohy ther. 
Or laſtiy, as he 1s called a ITece. h be'ieves 
the Five Books of wor es, the £ 0G, «5d che 


writings cf all the other Prophets, which make 
up What we call the Cid Teilament, to be 
the only oracles of God, * wo have given 
for the direction of our faith and Hracticg. 
5 to be the whole Canon of e that 
was indicted by holy men of cid, ? os toy ee 
mode by the Foy Gbit, and che ticrofere aitno | 
to make us wife ts faluaticn. ö 
In a word, he is called Cl: Tuan, who can 
ſay, fo me 79 live is Ci that is, WO is fuily 
perſuaded that tne relig: vol of icſus is the only | 
tae religion, is of a divin Ceſcent, was re- 
vealed from heaven, and had God only tor its 
author: that Chriſt, who came out from God, 
received a commiſſion from God to inſtitute it, 


was ſent on purpoſe from heaven to earth on | 
this kind errand by the Father 91 He fing of | 
time; was the lit Meſſias, who was iv long, [104 


and 


E Gan. . Joni. 13. 
Acts vii. 37. & xxvi. 22. 
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and ſh often foretold Hou come in the books 
of the Out Teſtament, and that very Prophet 
which Cod was to raile up /1e iv e, whom 
we wcre to hear in ail things. Ir God, as the 
author to the Les obicrves, who of funarr 
tines, and in divers moners, fpake in time ff 
wats the faibers by the Proficts, helm in theſe laſs 

polen 40 ft by bis Seu, , bo lat appcint- 
7 95 70 5 „ll things, ond by whim be made the 
1 717 why briis fie b 57 ightucys of his glory, and | 
(1. Cexfpr' reſs image of bis prrjon 3 and up olding all 
things by the word of bis power, hen be bad by 
e aged, our fins, fat dotem at the raght 
ha: bf ct the majeſty on bieh ; being made jo much 
beltcr than the augcls, 45 ; be 12 ath cbtaiued a more 
excel, heed name than ther: * Fer c:nkder, ſays the 


ſino inſpired writer in another pla ce, ihe Apc- 


2 od high. -frielt of cur projeyion, Teſts Chriſi, 


2 0 LAS leitttid to lim ti at apf gute bim, as 
a% wes Moſs, foiihjul in all things in all his 
laue; tor bf is man cas accounted 4: thy of 
cre of A Jan Moles, in as mucb as be who 
bailded ihe Lone, bath mere boner than the 
br: ics 757 every Lege is hetilded by ſom man, but 
re ihat atd build all thinys 7s Gd: g Moles 
eas < 52 ait 17 all tis bs 1e 05 ferdaut, 
1 .J. 2 'CHY a Le 2 in; gc ui e were 70 be po» 
ken after; bar 5 n as a Son over bis own d⁰; 
eh vet cw are, rf wwe bold faſt our confidence, 
4.4% L. ale! 7 0 Ji {he be fe. 22 1410 the end. 
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becabſe vo eccived his from the hand of An- 
rale, bat Chriſt his from God thc Father ; and 
a 2 wage from r of a better Covenant, WHICH 
eſlabliiitzd on better pronites, nd tor 1 


The) 
| [ 
. K + ( 
this reaſon it is Our Saviour tells the Jews, 7 . 
=O 5 1 
reujt work tee works of lun dc be 5 feet oa 1 
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incaning his Father, while it 75 cal #6: 421 
and in another place, chat ze at ee þ bend 0 
Cod, which came din from la, a gi cct. 
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Jie to the world; and that be was the bread © 
{ife; and that * ace came te bin 2 ch newer f 
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PUnger - and that be «who &clieveth cu bit Heul "— 
never lait. And in another p? ace, No man 
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chriſtians, that we have taken on us his name. 
and have entered ourſclves his diſciples by Bap- 
tiſm, and do continuc ſuch by our after chri- 
ſtian profeſſion in lite; that we are neither 
afraid nor aſhamcd to ewn our divine Maſter, 
to declare at hot fect we have choſen to fit 
to learn all Þcavcnly initruction, and to be 
trained up in all the my fteries of his holy Goſ- 
ſpel, how much over it be ridiculed and op- 
poſed, and how great difficulties and Cangers 
{oever 2 pahlick and open profeſſion of it may 
expoſe us to. Accoruingly you find we are 
earneſtly called 63 to believe in Chriſt for ſal- 
vation, to come to him that we may have life, 
and that we may have it more abundantiy; to 
hear him in all things, and to receive him, 
namely, under cvery divine character he is in- 
veſted with, whether as a Prophet, Pricit, or 
King, but cſpecially es a Law-giver, as the 
Hraelites did Mcſes ; who not only has taught 
us all things relating to our duty to God and 
man, and the way to another and better world 
after this, but claims an unalicnable right of 
ſovereignty over us, and unqueſflionable pro— 
priety in us; aſſumes a prerogative, with the 
greateſt juſtice, to enact ſuch Jaws for our ob- 
ſervation as his infinite wiſdom and goodncts 
ſhall direct him, and indents with us on his 
own divine terms of acceptance and ſalvation, 
which if we diſregard, and dare to turn our 
backs upon, he doth know how to expreis a 
ſuitable reſentment ſur it, to ſecure the allegi- 
ance. 
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ance dac to lim, and maintain and vindicate 
the honour of his throne, when the penalty is 
incurred by our violation of his laws, by the in- 
Hiation of it on the trauſgreſſor, according to the 
ries of the ſtricteſt rigliteouſneſis and equity. 
Nay, he has aſſured us before-hand, how he 
will deal with us, and what our doom ſhall be 
if we are righteous, or wicked; he has appoint- 
ed ſor us death and hell, or liſe and heaven, as 
the portion of our inheritance, and the reward 
either of our faithfulneſs and diligence in his 
ſervice, or of our rebellion and perfidiouſneſs 
to him. He that loveth father and mother more 
than me, is not worthy of me; and be that loveth 
us and deuphters more than me, is not wort 

of me; and be that taketh not up lis croſs, and 
joileweih not me, is not worthy of me. Which 
words are a Meioſis, more is to be underſtood 
than is cxpreſſed; it is meant, thev ſhall have 
no part in me, nor my ſalvation, which I have 
vealed, which 1 am about to purchaſe, and 
which I will certainly confer cn all my faith- 


{al diſciples and followers. ne 

If any be fo beſotted as to take up wl 2 | 4 
temporary happineſs, rather than be at 14 
trouble of ſtanding up for, and pleading :. 
ljutely my cauſe in the world, When it is ba 1 
tered, and run dowa by the miſercants of 75 


wicked age, they ſhall go to their pie ; they 
mall have their portion aſſigned them ith the 
E 2 i godly 
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Matt. x. 37. 
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dont of a faithful adherence to his chriſtlan 
P:C 54,00, tat thinks not much to die even a 
martyr for the canſe of Jeſus, when he is ca ed 
cut ſo to do, elſe muſt make ſmipwreck of 
210 and a 6 e Obes CC, and renounce his re- 
5 In, Le foal find it; he ſlzall be recompenced 
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au t. lafit TILOIEG: 55 „%: be bath mig nf 
the law, ond tiade it lanturable; and through 
the ſhecdling of his moſt precious blood we 
have redemption, according to the riches oi the 
dieine grace. Wi. are waſhed, not only from 
all our gzullt, but from all our filthincſs of Ref}: 
and ſpirit; and have obtained for us both grace 
to enable us ior the periormance of every duty, 
and to prepare us er his heavenly kingdom. 
Wherctore alſo he is ſa. ; 15 %% become the author 
ef etrrunl ſul alias i al then wi obey him. Our 
Lord tells us accordingly 6 awoever frail con- 
Jeſs. me * ferro mon, Lin vi T confeſs before my 
Tiather $259 15 7 Be 19423 out Thoever denieth me 
be mon, d, wil! 1 aljo deny befere my Father 
010-15 5 þ "AVER. On, of how great import- 
ance is it to be fincere in our chriltian profeſ- 
ion, to live to Chri:?, to have faith in his name, 
and hope in the redemption that is through his 
blood! 

Furthermore, the very notion of a Lau- 
giver ſuppuſcs a rignt of ſovereignty, and power 
to enact laws, and Coon obedience to them; 
a right to exerciſe authority, and preſeribe rules 
of oe erument to us; and if Gur Saviour 3s ſo 
repreſente:! in tue New Teſtantclt, as moſt 
certainly he is, then without doubt to receive 
him as a Ning. as well as a Prophet and Prieſt, 
is as much tie bounden duty of all chriſti! ans, 
and to them it cannot be faid 76 lie 7s Chrift, 

without 


C Rey, i J- | VII. 14. 1 John * 
. leb. v. 5. uMlatt. 
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without fo doing. For as to his perſon he is 
ſtylcd, ® the Prince e Life, and Lord of Glory ; 
| and as to his doctrine, or the holy religion he 
hath inſtituted, he is declared to be a King, who 
has a right to command our allegiance, and to 
call ſuch of us to an account who dare to retuſe 


to yield it to him; to puniſh che r ebellious. and 
ay them at his f. ct, who wil! not bow to bis 
ſcepter, nor ſuffer him tor nor cnerciie do- 
minion over them: he 8 Kdecd, * his 
kingdom not to be cf this wok, but to be of 
Grace, and « ſpiritual one, ſrch as may be, 
and is erected in the hearts N men; and there- 
| tor: his people are ial, 76 bo mai ailing inthe 
| day G bes fewer, in the beauties , ainſi, when | 
be 18 Token cf as a ruler in the mid of 11¹9 | 
| enemies; therefore his kingdom 1s caited, RA | 
kingdom of God, in oppefition to the kingdom of | 
Satan ; and " the kingdom 9 Hagge, in oppo- | 
tion to the kingdoms of the carth; and 4 l. ge N 
| dein of 1159 7, in oppoſition to the Ei ngdom ot 


darkneſs, [and that of the Prince lle fac of 
the air, the ſpirit thot <orketh i the chilitren of 
diſpbedienc ce; the ruin whercof was the great 
detign of our Saviour's incarnation, who on this 

| account is {aid % be mamfefled, to take au Cay 5 
fin, lo deſtroy the works of the devil, to ab | 
death, to d:jfrov bim that bath the power e death, 

| that | 44 
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& Cinis diſciples, aid the hoy 1 eitution of 
«hi pel account ie ine; I take him for 
« my ſure guide to heaven, 2 it ibe way, 
«Ko thb, ch {ne ie; and firmly believe 


„ there is no ther name given under heaven 
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may live. He is my Lord, and my King, 
and whether I receive him under this relation 


* to me, or not, I know I cannot ſet it aſide; 


and I ſhould abhor the thoughts of thinking 
otherwiſe if I could. He hath an abſolute 
right of ſovereignty. I declare myſelf one 
ot his loyal ſubjects, and will abide faithful 
in my allegiance. I have ſvrorn fealty to 


him, and I do not repent of what I have done. 


Let my Baptiſm in his name be a witneſs a- 
gainſt me, if J ever do. His cauſe I think 
a good one; I have cfpouſcd it, and 1 will 
defend it to the utmoit of my power. I 
take part with him, his intereſts are my in- 
tereſts, and I will proſecute them faithfully, 
and ſtand up for the.a at the hazard of my 
very life. I reckon nothing too dear to give 
up for his ſake. He is my Prince, as well 
as Saviour, He is appeinted of God to a 
regal power over me, and all the children 
of men. And to do him the homage cf a 
ſubject, and to cleave to him as ſuch, is the 
full purpoſe of my heart, if I truly know my- 
ſelf. Let the diſcouragements and dangers l 
may meet with in ſo doing be ever ſo ſormid- 


able and numerous, this is my full determi- 


nation, that as his I wholly am, fo him, by 
bis grace, I will ue my bcit endcavour al- 


not only to make a proſeſſion of ti: in his 
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to live up to that profeſſion; ' 1% wall worily 
of the Lerd unto all plia fing, as well as to re— 
ccive him; to do his will, as well as to call 
him * Lord, Lord; to depart from iniquity, as 
wel! as to name his name. 

It is to remember all his commandments 
to do them, to devote ourſelves intirely to 
his fear and ſervice all our days, as well as 
to proſcls ourſelves his friends, and to proteſt 
in the ſolemneſt manner cur moſt unſhaken 
* to him; to cbſerve inviolably the laws 

his kingdom, and perform our whole 
as oe duty towards him, Muhen, and whcr2- 
tocver, we are called thereto, as well as to de- 
clare ourſcly cs his faithful ſubjects, and the free 
choice we have made of him to be our go- 
verning head. For ſurely it can never be ſaid, 
we pay a ſacred regard to his authority, while 
we live in an open 3 defiance of it or that we 
acknowledge in reality his rightful dominion 
over us, while we do our own F wills, and only 
Walk in the fight of our own eyes, fulfilling 
the deſires of the fleſu, and of the mind; or 
vellile we live to ourfidves, and no to him, to 
which we are bound by more endearing en- 
gagements than we can ever ak. When 
1 {ct at nonght his counſel, and break his 
commandment; when I trample u under foot his 
moit holy laws, and live in a courſe of rebel- 


lion 
r Col. i. 10. att vii. 21. t 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
v John xiv. 21, „ Cor. Vii, 10. 1 John i. 4. 


Matt. Xvi. 24. 
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lion againſt him all my e Pa ; when TI de- 
clare in heart, word, and actions, he ſhall not 
reign over me, nor be my Land and King any 
longer; when I dichonour his name, do de- 
ſpite to his holy Spirit, diſobey his Goſpel, and 
turn his grace to veantunncts; when 1 neglect 
the ſalvation offered to me, and refuſe con- 
temptuouſly to partie of the benefits of its 
it canrot be faid of me in any good ſenſe, 
that 0 me 79 H is (ei,; bv no mcans can I 
lay claim to tles character at. nor expect 
that cthers ſncuht tink 1 have done any thing 
to deferyc it: No, I have forfeited it, if I ever 
bore it, and ſhowed 1 ucver had any right to 
it, when I did; my conduct is the greateſt 
contradiction to ſuch pretences, and i may as 
well call darkncſs light, as trea 2ſon allegiance, 
and the ittereſt enmity the fincereſt tricud- 
ſhip. My loyalty to che beſt of princes is 
ſhamefully broken throug;: aud the oath J 
have taken of fidelity to him, p. ncly vio- 
tated by tnis my dar ing perfalious tic. unt of 
him. The open aQs of auge I haz om- 


mited daily againit him, prove me a tr. or, 


and that he has no ſhare in my al. Tions, ti) 
I bawl as loud as the Je: 5 did, 0 after- 
wards crucified our Saviour, mana a lle Son 
of David; bleſſed is be who come:b in name 
of the Lird ; Fiſonna in the higheſt. 

Not the faircit profeſſion, nor moſt ſ mn 
proteſtations of allegiance, will be looked u on 
2; ſinccre, or be any otherwiſe received t. in 

+ as 
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as they deſerve; I mean, than as ſubite azti- 
fices, the better to diſguiſe my enmity, and to ſub- 
vert the government the more caſily 1 am ſecretly 
plotting againit, unleſs they be accumpanied 
with correſpondent zeal, activity, diligence, 
and fidelity, to cftabl:th the throne of that So- 
vereign, under whoſe juriſdiction I have my 
lot caſt to live: therefore ſaid our Saviour, 
Not cory one, ii at faith to me, Lord, Lord, 


Shell enter into the kingdem of Feaven ; but he 


that doth the will of my Later i is in beaver, 
And in another place. Ths/e mime enenurs, ac 
good nct bave me to reign coor them, bring ti em 
bither, and flay them before me. If wou beve 
mo, keep my commonaments ; if yci are my fricnds, 
do <batfecver I have commanded you. As much 
as to ſay, then will you beſt prove to me the 
ſincerity of your love and friendſhip, when you 
give me ſuch viſible tokens, plain teſtimonies, 
and proofs of your actual obcdience. “ Here- 
in is my Faiher glorified, that ye bear much jruit, 
as much as to fay, all is elſe mere hypocriſy, 
ſulſome Aattery, and a ſolemn mockery of me; 
ſuch uſage as you would be afraid, and aſham- 
ed, to give to your fellow- men, eſpecially to 
your ſuperiors, for whom you pretend any ve- 
neration, or real reſpect. 

1 his is the only way you can take to pleaſe. 
me, and do me honour, when you are care- 
fal to have your works anſwer your profeſſion 

always 


Matt. vii. 21. Luke xix. 27: John xv. 13. 
Aiv. 21. John xv. 8. | 
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lways, and your actions cvidence the unſcign- 
edneſs of your faith; or as the Apoſtle 7etcr 
cxpreſics it, when you * ſrew forth the fraiſes 
of him, ⁊c U tath called wer out of darkneſs 11:29 tis 
marvelcus light, i. e. by ſhewing forth his vir- 
tucs, and walking as he walked: then, and 
then only, do you adora my doctrine, aud 


walk worthy of the vocation, waerewita I 
have called yau, when you dall offer ito 


11 


ſfurit, and not after the flo; and in nn! c 1 


life; and are filled with the fruits of rifles 
ouſnejs, aich are by Jeſis Curiſt to bis Fe ts | 
and gicry; when you eſtcem all things con- 
cerning all my precepts to be right; when my 
word is @ lamp lo your feet, ond a liek tog 
Faths; when it converts your fouls, and mace 
you, who were imple, wite to falvation; v. 42011 
is your rule, your caunſelior, and your ſcng in 
the bouſe of your pilgrimage; when you * d 
;n it after the inward man, p it is preferred 
by you 10 !borfars of gel and iwer; whe 

it is your meat to dv it, an a, „ feeceics py 
your taſte than beney, or the £:neg-comb ; when 
you think it is the grcateſt aifliction, that can 
befall you, to let down your ſpiritual wach 
and ſtand off your guzrd ; to forget your duty 
to me, and do any ” thi ng that is contrary to, 
or inconſiſtent with it; M] you perceive any 


irregular 


© x Pet. ii. 9. Rom vi. 4. vin. 1. * Phil. i. 11. 
> Pſalm cxix. 28. 105. xix. 7. Gal. vi 10. Phil. 
ni. 16. Palm. cxix. 24. and 54. © Pſalm xix. 10. 
cxix. 72, and Rom, vu. 22. 
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jrregular tines drawn in your life, which meet 
pot in their gp, center; and that an inward 
ſuzection © toul Goth not always accompany 
the external ſervices you perform; and when 
vcu give the corcafe, and outſide of it only, 
ant not its very vitals; preſent me the ſhell, 
and nut the kernel; bodil: e:e-cife and not the 
cart, which 1 have required Oz you ; when 
you vow and ſacriſice a corrupt thing, white 
you Have a male in your fuck; as if you could 
ve we. though my name be dreadful a- 

tlie heathen. in a word, when your 
lage, and the holy fire of Le devotion 


\ 
3 well-do Dey W Lf are oful in he 
cat buſineſs of religion; when you run not 
1 patience the racc ſet before you, and arc | 
not icrvent in fpirit ; while you are about my 
rvice, are nat ſteadſaſt, nor unmovcable, nos 1 
clrays abounding in the work of the ! ord. 
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faithſul Miniſter of Jefus Chriſt after him; or 


45S aving al reference e to him as a chriſti 


ian, and 
ſo deſcriptive of the character of every diſ- 
ciple of Jeſus, or true belicver in him. — In 
the former ſenie che words are taken with 
limitation, and reſtraint, as particularly appli— 
cable only to ſuch as are in ficred Orders. — 
In the latter they are take: in a more large 


and extentive ſenſe, as applicable in general to 


all 
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all chriſtians without diſtinction, who mean 
as they ſay, and are that in lite, they are in 
profeſſion. 

The firſt of theſe ſenſes I have already ſpoken 
to, and made an entrance on bl {cond ; and 
ohſerved, that they who lay, 10 me 79 live is 
Ch 7/4 0 profeſs faith in his Coſpel They 
Ive up to that profeſſion — They act under the 
agcucy of his holy Spirit—They depend on his 
incdiation, and atoning Sacrifice for their ac- 
CC NCC with God in all they do — They fol- 
low this moſt hoty Example — They propound 
I:is hcnour as the chict end of all their actions in 
lile They make him the object of their greateſt 
delight, and complacency; on which their fouls 
daily contemnlate, and reſt as ou their only 
proper center. The 740 firtt of theſe I have 


already conſidered, and proceed to another 


articular. 

i:l. They who ſay, 70 me lo live is Ciryt, 
do act under his divine agency. 

By grace derived from him, as the principle 
of their ſpiritual liſe, and the ſpring of all holy 
obedience, they have his Spirit dwelling in them, 
and preſent with them nn, as in his ſacred 
temple, * to inſtruct and quicken them, to re- 
new, convert, and {anclify them, to gaſſiſt, 


ſucng hen, 

» Plalm t. 11, 13. 1 Cor. M. 10. fam 11. 12. 

cli. 10. . . Mad. v0. 
1 5 . ' 

'F h. 11, „ in c inte 3 Ez „ Bs Col. 
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Krengthen, comfort, and © clabliih them in 
every g good work. W ithout, or ſeparate from 
Chrisi, we can do nothins, either in a right 
mimner, or to any good and ſaving purpoſes. 
PDeſtitute of an intereſt in him, and Contineal 
influence from him, we arc as dead carcaſies, 
winch have no vital heat, and motion left in 
tem, which have loſt all their capacity, and 
power of action, and are diiabed {or wy fur- 
ther uſctulncſs in the world; and VC and in 
as much need of the © Grace of the 3" giator ta 
lead us into all truth, and the WY wee 1 Goth 
go, and to take of the things of Chr and 2:8 
them to us; to incline our h25-ts 5h 5% n, snd 
enable us for the perfor mance of i! bounden 
duties, according to the Goſpel. covenant, os 
} 


4 


we do of the Providence of thu Crenor, 
his conitant r2gar ds, and interpoſitionz 2.4 125 


+ $f v . 8 P 2 : ij : ' - 3 - 4 
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ed; that we might be prepared thoroughly 
for his holy ſervice and intercourſe here, and 
his bleſſed enjoyment for ever hereatter. In 
ſhort, the Father having appointed Jeſus Chriſt, 
his only begotten and well beloved Son, heir 
of all things, and engaged to bicls us in him 
«1th all ſpiritual bleſſings in beavenly places, we 
have the richeſt treaſury to go to for the ſup- 
ply of all our wants, and may with good 
reaſon conclude, we are always compleat in him, 
who is all in all to us. 

The ſincere chriſtian therefore makes his 
cry to him, who is the moſt high, and per- 
forms all things for him; * makes lis refuge in 
the ſhadow of bis wings, till lis calamities be 
overpaſt ; and prays, and waits, and looks only 
to him for ſalvation, who is as able as he is 
willing, and faithful, to fulfil his word of pro- 
miſe, whereon he has cauſed him to ho 
and to do exceedingly, abunduntly above what 
be can aſk, or think. And he depends on him 
as much for ſupport, as either the vine upon 
the wall, or the branches of any tree upon its 
root can poſſibly do for ſap and nouriſhment ; 
that ' by behclding as in a glaſs the glory of the 
Lord, be may be changed into the ſame image, 
Jrom glory to glory, as by the Spirit cf the Lord : 
that br moy grow up into bim in all things, who 
7s the bead, even Chrift ; from whom the aohbole 
bedy fitly goyned tegether, and cin facted by that 

| which 
* Plalm Lvii. 1, 2. * John xv. 1, Sc. i 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
Erh. iv. 15, 16, 
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which every joint ſupplies, according to the gf 
fectual working in the meaſure of every part, 
maketh increaſe of” the body, unto the edijying it- 
felf in late. Accordingly the Apoſtle no ſooner 
aſſured the Galatians, that though be was cru- 
ciſied with Chrifi, yet he lived, but in the next 
words immediately unfolds this myſtery, and 
ſhews the actual poſſibility of it in ſaying, yer 
not I, but Chriſt lveth in me; and the life which 
I live in the fleji., I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave !1mjelf for mc. 
And ſpeaking in another Epiſtle of the many 
great advantages which the Centiles enjoycd b 
reaſon of the Goſpel coming among them, he 
tells them, that they partook ' of 744 root 5nd fal- 
neſs of the olive-tree; ſuggeſting that the happy 
difference of their prejent cucumſilanc.s was 
altogether owing to their ſpiritual ingrafundut 
therein, and union therewith, to which ti c 
were before ſtrangers, and had no natural Fic 
of claim at all; notwithſtanding w hich - i: 
ſeemd good to the all-wiſe and graciuus So- 
vereign of the world, who gives no account 
of any of his matters to any o, to take oc- 
cation from the Jews unbelicf, ond will ul | um- 
penitency and diſobedience, 0201! t Gy 
them for a people any longer; and to le: 
know that in diſpenſing his tavou;: 
not for the future act in ſuch a 
liarity, and reitriction, but Zb 
Sigur of all men, of Gentile as wi | 

G 2 15 
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4 
eſpecially of le wi belive; and that ® 272 
rein gaficu he lr 10 Ted Srv "= ed aid A rob 
hs Con Helbing, { Gt! 1 e 4 of Lim, 
From wiarnce it love, Ind 1 ink clearly 
apprars, that our ſbiriteal life is Frimariiy in 
Chriſt, and Fceudorily iu us; * 1 on the vine 

aud ve are Ilie lraucles; aud therefore as che 
branch cannot bear fruit in ieteik, CN it 


abide in the vine, from whicli it's vital juice 
10 3 derived, no more can we, as our 
Pied Lord has iaught us to argue, excef? de 


Cui id tity, or Nhave renewing grace impart- 
cd tem him to us; and by the continucd in- 
fluences thereof, are animated in our pious and 
virtuous endeavours, are kept ſteady to our 
duty, and pericvc!ing in it to our lives end. 
Iſcnce alſo we may learn how St. Paul came 
by bis OINNIPOLENCE 3 „ I know bw 76 be abcſed, 
ara 4 tnow How to ab:und, and to ſuffer need ; 
I can & all things; but, as he well adds, it is 
only 7t{rougy 05770 flrength ents ine; by 
. EY expretſion he informs you where he 
Wade his dependance, and received the mighty 
rower he glories in to exert; that it was not 
14 an am of neih that he confided, but in the 
14224 Of the Lord; that his never failing ſuc- 
Cour cane from he caven, t that his help lay in 
pot, ae is mighty to fave, in him who 
Wor) 12 lm and for him all his works from 
tis to e, even to will, and do, of his 
£504 picalurez and ſtrengthens him, as the 
Pſalmiſt 


n John xv. 1. ? Phil, iv. 12. 
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Pfſalmiſt expreſizs it, 14th Srength in bis ſcul. 
Or according to St. Paul in the New Tella- 
ment language, «17h nizbt by bis Spirit in the 
inner mai. That Chriſt may dwell in your hearts 
by feith. And as in another place, that the 
eyes of your undorſlauding being inlightened, ye 
may few what is the excecding greatneſs of 
lis potter io us-ward, who bilivve, accord- 
ing ts the working of bis minhty power; or the 
influencing of his power which be terought in 
Chriji when be was raiſed jrom the dead ; i. e. 
that has been engaged in this work towards us 
believers in ſubduing our enemies, fin and 
death the puniſhment of fin; and raiſing us 
ſinners firſt to a new, and then to an eternal 
life; which was a work of the ſame omni- 
potence with that, which he firſt evidenced 
in that miraculous raiſing of Chriſt from the 
grave; and exalting him to the higheſt degree 
of glory in heaven next to himſelf; an em- 
blem and eflay of the methods which he hath 
now uſed towards us by the preaching of the 
Goſpel, to raiſe us from the grave of fin to a 
new chriſtian life, and from thence to a glo- 
rious eternity; as Dr. Hammend paraphraſcs 
theſe words. 

It is very obſervable too, that the word in 
the original is a Porzzciple of the preſent tenſe, 
and denotes a continued act, which is always 
doing to the end of life, as well as without in- 
1 | termiſſion, 

« Pſalm cxxxviii 3. © Eph. ili. 16. 
Eph. i. 18, 
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termiſſion, more, or leſs; that at no time, we 
might have reaſon to believe he will caſt us of, 
or to indulge even to a diſconſolate, much leſs 
a deſpairing frame of mind. So that we may 
take his word for it, that his Grace is always 
farfuccent for us; and his flrength ſhall be made 
Per fect tn ur weakneſs; and that where we are 
weak, there we ſhall be ſtrong, Arong in the 
Graco Which is in Jeſus Chriſt; and firong in 
ihe Lord, and in the poxcer of his might. The 
faints in all ages have ſcen the neceſſity of it, 
and been as often encouraged, and ſupported 
by it, when they have had recourſe to it, 
when they have made it their ſtrong hold and 
city of refuge in the day of tryal and temp- 
tation ; and belicvers in paſt time have, as well 
as now, and in future ages, will tell you, that 
the bread which came down from heaven 
upon which they fed for their daily refreſh- 
ment, abundantly ſatisfies their longing ſouls, 
and fully anſwers all their expectations from it. 
IV. They, who ſay, o me to live is Chriſt, 
do depend on his mediation, and atonement, 

for their acceptance with God in all they do. 
Through the divine merits of his ſufferings 
and death, and the infinite efficacy of his obla. 
ion and interceſſion for them in heaven before 
his Father alway, is their“ hope of ſalvation 
raifed, ſupported, and aſſured; their pardon- 
ing, juſtitving, converting, and ſanctifying 
Grace 


x 2 Cor. Xil. 9. a 2 Tim. I. 1. Eph. V1. X. 
Pilm Lxi. 2. LX. 7. John v. 38, 39. vi. 50, Sis 
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Grace here, and life, glory, and immortziity 
hereafter for ever. To receive him as a Pro- 
phet, to inſtruct us in our duty to God and 
man, and the way to pleaſe and glority him in 
this world, and enjoy him in the next, is cer- 
tainly our bounden duty ; and to reccive him as 
a King to rule and govern us, to enact laws, ad 
eſcribe ſuch inſtitutions for our obſcrvancy gs 
be ſees expedient, and moſt adapted 5: 
us meet to inherit his kingdom, is 1+ 4 
honour and intereſt, than an 9 
and juſtice we owe to the g 


of the world. 
But ſince we are fallen creatures, wn i 
| nothing we can do worthy of the vivite wn 
and acceptance; nay, on the contrary, cv." hing 


we do, in itfelf conſidered, has ſo muchas 2 
impurity cleaving to it, even our belt ſe: 2 8. 
as would provoke God's anger, <ybo 7; U 545 
zn all his ways, and bly in all bis <oorks ; cad of 

purer eyes than to behold iuiqiit,; with - 

fare ; if he was ſtrict to mark iniquity, aud to 

enter into judgment with us, and to int on 

ſincere obedicnce on this conſid gration, is as 

neceſſary an act of religion to reccive * jclus 

Chriſt as our great High Prieſt, and riz!cous | 
Advocate; who not only as our Paff wer was | 
ſacrificed for us, and in his own body did bear 

© our fins on the Croſs to male reconciliation wel 
with our offended Judge, but is aicei:ded into | 


heaven, 


Col. Iii. 37 4. 1. 27. Johr 1. 16. . Hab. A. 1 "= 


148 


heaven, and fits at the Father's right hand, 
* to plead our diſtreſſed cauſe, and to re- 
mind him of the ranſom, which as the Father 
found, and appointed to be made; jo in the 
life, which he his Son afterwards actually laid 
down, having given it, he makes mention of 
it in his perpetual interceſtion Jour his people; 
through faith in which we have the promiic 
Of every good and perfect giſt we may need 
in time. or cternity. 
The Law curiiy every one, that continucib 
7 in dll things that are written in the book of 
{le Ladd to do 7 em; and there being ns man that 
dot h gecd ſince the fo l, and ſons wt, our con- 
demnation would he both righteous, and in— 
evitable, without the iaterpoſition of a Me- 
diator, or ſome day's man, ſuch even as our 
Lord NH Is, and no other, to ſtand in the 
ap, and make up the hedge for us before the 
Lord, that we be not ail of us deſtroyed, as 
ve deſerve: the leaft ſailure in duty expoſing 
us to the intliction of the threatened penalty, 
which is death, the meſt formidable of all 
evils, and through the tear whereof, ſo many, 
even good people, arc all their life time ſub- 
ject to a molt dreadful bondage; and no won- 
der ſo it ſhould appcar to us, if our beſt ſer- 
vices which are ſuch ſorry, mixed, lame, and 
imperfect things, do fill us with hams and 
confuſton of lace, as often as we compare 
tem 
* Heb: ix. 28. vit. 28. d Gal. iii. 10. 1 John i. x. 
Iſaiah Lxiii. 5. Job. xvi. 21. Ezck. xxüi. 30. 
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them with our rule, and think of prcſeuting 
them to the infinite Majeſty of iicaven, of 
whole throne juflice end judgment are the la- 
bitation; and before whom the Hat cus theme 
ves are nit clean, and the angels ſcem com- 
paratively to be cioathed with fo 4, if the 
are not offered up in his cenſor, and ſprinkler 
with his blood which c'canteth from all 
fin; in whom he has declared himſcif well 
pleaſed, and in him only with us, and wit 
what we do. 

For as by nature all of us are chiiiron of 
wrath, dead in law, and under tlie Curſc, 
through our firſt par ents apof ac; and not 


* . 7 
abiding in the ſtate of rectunde, and parity, 
in which th hey were zielt created; ↄnd our 


falling in them as our appointed heads, and 
repreſentatives, by virtue cf that ſentence, 
which was threatened on the tranſereffor at the 
Rr. rp on F the Law, that © re faul 
Sil fined (ice. 2 e; 15 We., 45 well as they, 
muſt by {113 be — 4 nde 1 Sal deb ors 0 1 
obnowious to the penalty, and alike ſubiec 

the fame coniemnation and miery, which 
fron the l r on S Me date anarecd da be 
death, e UE tual, ad ↄternal. Aud 
17 theſe wretched circumſances we mutt {til 
have layed, wr not God been pleaſed to have 
interpoſed in our favor, of his whine mercx, 
and devited the happy means of our recovery 


bY by 


n . 17. Epic u. 1. Nam. Vi. 23. v. 17, 18. 
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by Jeſus Chriſt ; loving our apoſtate race fo 
much, as to give bis oily bogotten Sen, that 
70 / 72 er believeth in hint Saul not poriſh, bit 
have everlaſling liſe; and not to [pure, but even 

"0 deliver him up jor us all, that derb lim a 2 
te might freely give us ad An,. 

Let it be obterycd, that it is only by Jeſus 
Chriit that theſe ii reflimabl mercies are to be 
obtained; 75: this is the record, that Grd Dt 
Ci den. 2 45 eterna! life ; ad this life is in dis Son 
and there is hut one way neither of our re- 
cciving the benefit hereef, and that is threugh 
2 aith, as the Apoſdle declares, by grace we are 
ſaved, tbitusg 3, ＋ ati 55 end ilat not of Gur! elles, 
. 1 the viſt 6 G; ; and he deciares in another 
place, that God had ſet him forth h 7 be a 
proputiation, ils ug faith in bis blzed, to de- 
clore bis righteenfnfs for the remiſſion of / 1 Ns ; 
that lie miglii be FL , and the juſiifier of bim 
that believeth in Jus: Winich is as much es to 
ſay, your dcliverance from the guilt of fin 
ariſes from the death of Chriſt, and the in- 
finite merits thereof imputed to you by faith; 
and there is no pate doning, juſliſying, no nor 
anctiſying Grace to be he ned os witho: at an 
interctt in this atoning Saeri ace of the Son of 
God; nor any of the blc.!-d 62 of this re- 
deinption to be enjoyed, without a fiducial ap- 
plication of the ! n- offering, that was made 
for the purchaſe oz it to > the Houl ; ; without be- 

licving 


John iii. 16. Pom. vii. 32. f John i. 32. 5 Eph: 
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lieving in it as the procuring cauſe of acceſs 
to, and acceptance with God; w ithout bring- 
ing jJeſus in the arms of our! Faith, when We 
. ion for wercy, ain I ben rv 


aebi Wd. without . able to ſ a7 in 7 od 
ſenſc, /e ved nus, and 2 gage binfed fer me 2 
for though aſſarance be not of the cilence of 
faith, yct a full and an unleigne ed aſſent, and 
conſent, to this propot: tion, „that Jeſus Chriſt 

% cicd for the offen 8 of all tet? ding, peni- 
** tent, obedient people, (and 6 for me too, it I 
am one of that number) is ablolutely necclary 
to ſalvation; and one of the great iunda- 

mental doctrines of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 
And therefore the Apoſtle pronounces that 
man bleſſed, whoſe * zronſ;reff;a is forgruen, 
ecboje fin is covered, aud io <':12 the Lord 
imputeth not in'quity, and in li irit there 
15 0 guide z and with very good feaſon, ſince 
| by the 4 * the Law, no fd 1. . 70 CR 


be fuſtiſed, ſor by tt; Law 5 ile Evi 4 F 


fa; and a ch, Ba Law wil conderau, and 


not juſtity any one. 7. «by EIFS Of rige. 


* 


ouſucſs, which 8 WW? pry a Cit £5; ging to 


his mercy de bath fer. by F  waſuins of 
regeneration, and renew: 5 of the urly 641. 
which be et on us abundanily through Yeſus 
Chr:fl our Savicur. 
11 2 I; 
) Juhn i. 29. & Plalmy xxxii. 1, 2. 
Rom. iii. 20, 2 = Tit. lite 8, C. 
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t is oweing to the Grace of the (ioſpel, as 
the ſame inipred writer in another place de- 
clares, that tis favour is allowed us; fe 
e the rig. CO j/1tjs of CA 7H the Lau 

iS man 45 being W:tnfjed Of the Law, ple 


— 
1  * 7 J. x 
to Preji „ OV (Re Fg cee i abicÞ 18 of 
1 — 
Cod by Tit) 6 Jess ( Tl 7 77 12.U oll, end UP 
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and then he alls this queſtion, / vere 7s boaſt 
tg tica? It is excluded, By what Law? O7 
works ; W. but 5 the law , jaiihs therefore 
he adds, «ce conclude that a man is jujirficd by 
jaith eulbout toe ditas 9; the Low. 

If by fin we are eilonated from ive life of 
God, through the 13norance iat is in us, becauſe 
of the Hlindue {5 of cu minds, as well as render- 
ed obnoxious to the divine juilice, there is 
great need of having ſomething done, both 
within and without us, for our recovery of the 
loſt image, and favour of God, and our ob- 
taining juilincation to life: for not only muſt 
the guilt of fin be removed, and the debt con- 
tracted thereby cancelled out of the book of 
God's Law, that it raay not appear in judgment 
ag: inſt us, but fin, as to it's dominion, muſt 
alio be ſubdued at leaſt, if not deſtroyed ; 
muit be weakened, and brought © under ſub. 
geetton to the low of the foir 21 of life, which is in 
Fejus Cort, that it may not reign in our mortal 
bodies, or lead us into captivity at its will any 

more; 


* Rom. 111. 225 27. * Nom. vill. 2. 


nore; which is called * dying lo fin, and 
living ts mtg! teoufnijs ; Tan knowing the pour 


* 


cf (Lite refit; e 1199, 074 {t C 1 lis 


frireriuine and a bei! 5 COON et: moi to bs acailn ; 


and arifirr jrom abe "death 1 fa to a lije of 
ge all. 

It is remarkable, that when the N in 
the afo: rovited pl:ce calls him blened, ee 


erat, 1 75 jr: TIS, and fea won and 


50 cui te Lond nprtoth / H 7::utly; he adds, 
and 11 se b. itt there is 15 ori, that is, 0 


allowed, reigning guile, nor any ſecd of hy- 
pocriſy, no love of tin, nor the lcaſt hatred of 
holineſs; and ſo the links of that golden chain 
of ſalvation hang, and are thus joined to- 
gore; ' fer wehora be did foretiow be did 
an to he conformed do the image of tis 
Sor, that be might be the firſe-born among inauy 
relle en: PIT Cover, wiew he did pre! mate, 
them te allo called; that 18, by his holy Spirit, 
and in the ordinar y ule of the appointed means 
of Grace, ſuch as Prayer, Xieditation, Read- 
ing and hearing the divine Word; and all the 
diſpenſations of Providence, v-lcther merciful, 
or afflictive, to faith, and repentence, and abe- 
dicnce to the Goſpel; and then it is added, 
Slam be called, them be alſo juſtified; i. e. 
pardoned, and treatcd as re for -Chrill's 
lake; and Towom be juſiiſicd, them be alſo gleri- 
fied, 

Rom. vi 2. 2 Theſſ. ii. ir. 41 Pet. ii. 24. 

E 


Phil. iii. 9, 10. Eph. v. 14. Col. ii. 1. 
Rom. viii. 29, 38. 


541 
Fd. Whence it appears, that a principle of 
race mutt be firſt e in the heart be- 


tore the liner can lay claim to an intereſt in 
any of theſe 2 age; and faith muſt be given 


him to apprehend the rightcoulneſs of C hriſt, 
fore he can read the promiles of the Goſpet 


for his ſalvetion; for which reaſon we arc 
with 27cat n jaid, as I have before ob- 
ſcrv d, ts bs ſa ved by grace, rem faith, = 
Lat nit of cur ſelres, it is the giſt 90 Gcd; i. e. 


9 i. . HU , r vv © 4a Si& 


God by til 3 fly Spirit works it in vs, * 
enables us to ert this divine principle, as he 
Vu] have us 

It is a 5 l dangerous Crror, and ſubve erſive 
of all true reli. oh, to ſuppoſe we may live a 
lite of jefiifcation „ before the foul is endow- 
e.! with hol. 7 Prin cinles and diſpoſitions; be- 
2 it 's impoiſtibie for us to live a life of 
meliZcation befovs a vital union with Chriſt 
elected; which is only fhrctigh faith, as the 
\ Lis obſerves, when he makes the caſe his 


41204 


un, fer . [:je live 0 the firfp, I live by 
2 HS. 7 {he 5072 1 of 6-4 2, 709 2 me, and 


nano bin m fer me. And indeed the influence 


this dis ins princi, ne 15 repreſented to have on 


the temper and behaviour of all the people or 
God I ally c N this great point of doctrine, 
where it is faid, ® 79 wrt by love, 1 purify the 
75 „ 79 GUOTCOME 7.98 aa as well as to be 
ſubjiance of things b:hed fer, and the evi- 

dence 
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us 
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ence of things nat ſcen; for which reaſon St, 
James ſpeaks of juſtification by works, as 
much as St. Paul doth of juſtification by faith, 
though mcaning (both of them) one and the 
me thing; for the one ſpeal:s of that faith 
A hich is the work of God, which is a divine 
principle, which is unfeigned, always alive, 
operative, and fruitful of good works; the 
other, of that faith, wh £1 15 of nature's 
growth, which is nominal on!; 1 

opiniative, and dead, and Jeftivute cf all ſpi- 


ritual life, and which hath ng raere fruſt than 
a tree, whole root is dead, and it's branches 


withered, and quite dried up. I.. the 5 rmer, 
it is certain, the & daſtle means ben a Ah as 
8 productise © of an intire ſubicCtion of foul to 
God, and his holy commandments; and by 
the latter, ſuch a faith as is ſcated in _the Une 
derſtanding only, and gon n not drag after it 
tue conſent of the will, and afedtions; ſuch 
as the Devils have, but t. denne led vw ab 12; and 
net ſuch as Abr an, and Padua hal, vwhoie 
faith virought with their works, and by works 
had it made perfect. 

By 5 voth theſe Apoſt es Meri i intro. 
duced as an cxample t Hur jn: keation. St. 


Pau in his E cn tic to the Reman, (Map. iv. 22. 


ar Bop th: at 18 5 th V25 = ! 2 2 7277 tor 
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concilable with one another, if you confider, 
that St. Paul ſpeaks of that principle of Grac> 
which is the production of the new birth, and 
an efiential conſtituent of the divine life in the 
ſoul; and St. Joes of that © pen and 
hotincls of which faith is the vita! principle. 
Ihe cmincency cf Abrakem's faith lay in his 
Oi CTING VP his Son 7{cac upon the altar, which 
ven are told, was iιfj,j“iũ to lim jor rigliecuſ- 
＋7 %%; and f 's faith, that ſhie darcd to 
cdeger her lite, not only by conccaling the 
cs, „cho We: come into her own country, 
to gat intelligence, both of the number of the 
inhabitants, and 8 the ſtrength of the cities, 
and Sorts there; to be the better able, when 
thcy attacked Hop m, to ſubdue and conquer 
them; but to direct them in their return back 
to their camp the ſafeſt way to eſcape their 
diſcovervy, and purſuit of their ene: nies; which 
manifeſted fully the ſincerity of her faith in 
that God, whom they had before been preach- 
ing to her ard which gave her a title to the 
ſame juſtification unto life, which Abroham 
had, the father of the faithful, as he is ſtyled ; 
ſve ſceming by thefe actions to be a true be- 
licver, as well as he, and on the ſame account 
to have obtained favour in the fight of God, 
aud to have an honourable mention made of 
her name, notwithſtanding her former in- 
ſamous character: no doubt, to provoke us 
to 


* eb. xi. 17. 4 Iich, xi. 30. 
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% an imitation of her faith, which was not 
a nominal on: merety, nor lay in an cuternal 
Profeſſion only, but was accompanied vith ail 
taoſe divine operations, witch were neceffary 
to render it pleaſing to God, and availaizic to 
her 8 C2 with him to his infinite mercy 
for it 15 lard, fe received the mOfjent rs, E 
tent them cut aue ber ways which fas wos to be 
jure e on to do, only becav'e fire be- 
lievcd the enNort that Was Dre dunn: fc Ber by 
them, what a ſpecial regard Gou had thews 
cd 8 his peo Tc Ifrod, and what wonders 
he had wicught for & their preſcrvation, and 
deliverance. 

Far be it from me, nevertheicds, to oft 
that any thing but the rightconſnels f 1.45 
Chriſt is cither the raateriel, or niet ain ag 
cauſe of our juſtification befor God yg 1h) 
28 2. e ef faita in the fou; toe 
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jaſtiäcation, is lch a vital pripcipie 

as bhleſs we can facw it by our works, oc 
have tone of them accompanying it, ve 11:4: 
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never be the better for it, no more than if we 
had never made any profeſſion of it at all; 
hence with great propricty ihe Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of tle cbedience of ſaith, and makes mention of 
ſo many great examples of it, and ſo many 
hcroical actions done through the mighty vir- 
tue of it by all thoſe anticnt worthies, whoſe 
names he hath leſt recorded in the Eleventh 
Chapter of the Fpittle to the Hebrews. 

I have been the longer in diſcuſſing this 
important point of doctrine, becauſe While I 
cant to inſorce faith in the mediation, and 
atoning ſacrifice of Chriit, for acceptance with 
God in all we do, I intended to prove it to be 
a doctrine according to godlrneſs, and not of li- 
centiouſneſs, as ſome have repreſented it to be; 
that the faith required of us to ſalvation is no 
ſneculative notion, nor metaphyſical nicety of 
ſentiment, but a rcal practical principle of goſ- 
pel obedience; and the beſt friend to religion, 
and the molt powerſul advocate for good works 
of any other. Underſtanding it in this ſenſe, 
we none of us © can rowl ouriclves too much 
« on Chriſt, and his many exceeding great 
© and precious promiſes,” as ſome Divines 
chooſe to expreſs themſelves, but have been 
miſunderſtood; nor know I of a ſafer way to 
be taken to go to heaven in, how much ſoever 
it be ſpoken againſt by ſome in the preſent 
ane; Wno will not conſider, on the one hand, 
tat Arat is the end of the Law jor righteouſ- 

105 
bd ROM. x. 4. Hab. x. 14. 
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neſs to every one who belicoeth ; and by once 
mating his foul an © C428 for ſu, be bath Jor- 
Ever perfected them dul are fancitjied; or in 
other words, that whocver humbly conſents to 
the terms of the Gotpel, winch are taith in 
Chriſt, and repentance from dead works, be- 
comes intereſted in the mediation, and atone-— 
ment of Jcius Chriit, and 10 are juſtified 
through the redemption that is in him trom 
all thoſe things, tro which we could not be 
juitited by the la v ot Ae Nor on the 
other wand, do they conſider, that licaven is 
a ſtate, as weil as a place, for which we are 
to be firſt formed, aud prepared, before we 
have a right to enter inerein, or be rendered 
capable, it entered 2 of taſting the di- 
vine plcaſures of it; that in order thereto, we 
muſt be made firſt po of a divine na- 
ture before we Niall be enabled for the enjoy- 
ment of the divine preſence; that is to ſay, we 
muit have our natures renewed firſt by Grace, 
or we ſhall never be admitted into, any more 
than be preparcd for giory. He may as much 
expect to be ablc to behold the fu: 1 in it's 
meridian brightneſs with ſteadine:s, aud Plca- 
ſure who has weak eyes, and to whom the 
leaſt degree of light is offenſive, as he who hath 
no ſuitable diſpoſition of foul wrought in him, 
either for the employment. or converſe of the 
company of angels and the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect above, may expect to be happy 
I 2 all 
© Rom. lit, 10, G. 
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in an intro IT J ion tO them, an 
ſoclatien with them. 

e murt beer brit a conform ty to Gon be- 
fore his viion dd frultien wil be beatiiical iO us. 
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Hl; the ungoehy end infer, iti 5 NC 18 
an Try every day, can never bathe frowns of 
incenſed 1: jelly, even in the third Feavens, 
could tlic? get there, nor ftand with the leaſt 
comfort in his hol) preſence, thongh in it at 
his right hand be 1oys incfiabie, and pleaſures 
eternal; and are to be enjoyed too by all them, 
no arc 2ccounted wortliy of that honour, 
ard are fully propared for their participation 
through fancif. ation of the holy Spirit and 
belief or the truth. 

V. "hey, wiio do fay, / me to live is Chriſt, 
do foliow bis moit holy Example as the beſt 
comment on his own divine doctrine, and pre- 
cepts; ane propoſe him as the great pattern 
of their imitation always in every perfection, 
wherein they are able to {heve any reſemblance 
of bim. 

It is nat ſome particular ac ions that we en- 
cdleavour to copy after him in, nor our exerting 
theſe our endcavours on ſome extraordinary 
oc ons, at this and at that time only, when 
a r igious fit comes upon us, and we have 
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born ww kencd by ſome aſt providence to 
all zriou. rcllections, and devotional exerciſes, 
thut 
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tote and improve daily more and more in his 
Cin e temper and behaviour. 
The Partiians of the ſeveral Sects of Philo- 
fi 1 acts OF old paid great regard to the doctrines 
A precepts of their reſpec. ive teachers, under 
wizm they were educated, and had received 
their erulition of any of the liberal arts and 
ſciences. In one of their ſchools, if there were 
an conroverly aroſc they could not decide 
arndlig the cmitives, if the Maſter's authotity was 
produced, or it was proved aeg r, that be bad 
7 2:4 fo and fo, this iſiucd it, and their ſcruples 
verre all immediately reſolved ; much morc 
neceffury and reaſonable is it, for us who are 
chriſtians, to hear with reverence and an obe- 
dient eur the infallible preſcriptions of Jeſus our 
Lord, e chbich are prefitable for derine, reprcof, 
£9770 ecm, and imfſiruciion in righteouſneſs, that 
tbe mon of Cd may by perfect, thoroughly fur- 
2:/ed for every goed work; both jor the life 
tiiat now is, and tor chat which is to come; 
cipecially as he requires it, and hath diſcovered 
fo great a regard for the good of mankind, as to 
condeicend to veil his glory ior a while with 
the aſſu :mption of mortal fleth ; to appear in the 
form cf a ſervant, 70 be mage of a <onan, io be 
grade under the Law, is redeem us, who were un- 
der the Low, that we mglt reccive the adoption 
of ferns. And thus he Gid, not only to make an 
end of fin in ex :Prating the guilt of it, and dying 
the juji fen the wnjufe, to bring i in an everlaſting 
rightcoutnels 


=> 
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[ 63 ] 
righteouſneſs, to anſwer the demands of God's 
ridduted law, and open a door of hop? of juſti- 
fication to life, by his moſt perfect obedience 
and ſuſferings for us, but to be the better able 
to recommend to our approbation and choice, 
thoſe momentous inſtructions in faith, and prac- 
tice, he had to deliver, by giving us a living 
draught thercof in his own "pp depori- 
ment Fand converſation among us. 

In Chriſt thercſore e appt 2ring to be a Tro- 
Phet as well as a King aud Prieſt, and one of 
the beit Feacl:ers that ever God 40 {cad into 
our world to inſtru&t mankind, and wie was 
ſuch a Mojicr in Iſracl too, as! himſcifto cc em- 
plify, in the moſt illuſtricns manner, the Holy 
religion he had inſtituted, by giving 3 2 1 Fable 
comment on ell its divine dotrine s and pre 
cepts, in his own perſonal obedience, nd far 
ſerings; every one that ſits at his fect for know= 
ledge in the great myſteries of folvation, and 
attends on the miniſtration of Is — Gin], as the 
impotent man did at the pool cf , to be 
healed of his 1Armities, and made w hole; 
and comes not to him like the &. vibes and Pha- 
riſces, out of an idle curioſity te try bis wit and 
t foe if they can enſnare him; 1 lay, every 
ſuch perſon of this dipoſition, and affection to- 

vards Chiſt, as he hereby profeſits al! dutiſul 
ſubmiilion to the terms of his d , e ſo 
he with the like fincctity, chearfulneſs, and 
conſtuncy of mind, bows to the cen Ptoc of his 
government, and full; conſents to the mcthod 


of 


of reconciliation with God by him; both Pati- 


ently waits to be inſtructed in his wine will 
conceri ing him, and when he knows it, 25 rea- 
diiy and fait fulſy ſets about Gre it; 
higheſt ambition is, fo to carry himſelf alias, 
as tliat th y who converſe with I may per- 
CLIVE 5 lainly Je Las ben act Jiu: he cannct 
Content bi Cf r nercly with naming his holy 
name, without living his holy life; he lott 
1 0t Link it enGugly to wear the bu Are of nis 
CHIC, WE nout (hewing forth the virtues of 
. n, <5 bath called bim gut efedarkneſs into mar- 
ae Ve; w he puts on the livery of his ſer- 


his 


Valitg, he concludes Be muſt do more than 
Gee, be raft endeavour after their heavenly 


2 and ditpolitions, their divine affections, 
and ſpirit, their diitinguihing deportment, and 
religious behaviour towards God and man, to 
iu his pretenfions to the character he pre- 
lunes to take upon him. And therefore that 
Ire may appcar tc the world to be no countericit, 
to! that in deed which he is in word, even en 
Ji aulit, in whom there :s no allowed guile, he 
ke: 6 abs aus in view the inc:rnate ſon of 8 od, 

an be = we and actions as the only perfect 
campie betere his eyes to follow: ke: con- 
teaplre⸗ co a e ly thoſe moral and divine 
Cr heieles, which ſhone forth in his Maſter in 
D arziabie and bright a luſtre, that the fame 
Lind vetzich was in Jeſus may be alſo in him; 


* 
and 
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and his own life may be a fairer and mere ac- 
curate tranſcript of them. 

He obſerves with what ardent zeal and un- 
wearicd pains he ſought and promoted his Fa- 
ther's glory, and entered on, and proſecuted the 
great work he had given him to do, that he 
may tread in his ſteps, and attain to tic like 
greatneſs of ſoul. He beholds, with an holy 
admiration, his deep humility, meckneſs, and 
lowlineſs of mind, and the unparallel'd rendineſs 
he always ſhewcd to do the meangſt offices to 
his fellov/- men, where any good might be done 
them, or any valuable purpoſes were to be an- 
{wered thereby; and he learns from hence to 
avoid oſtentation, and to deſpiſe the applauſa 
and praiſe of men; to paſs by honour and di- 
honour, evil report and god report; and to ac- 
count it a ſmall matter to be judged of man's 
judgment, inaſmuch as he who is to judge him 
is the Lord. He reads of his bel, g z {he form 
of Gd, and of his thinking it 29 robbery 70 be 
equal wth God; and that he who was thus ib, 
and had à name given bim above every noe, 
tat at the name ef Jeſus every Rnee ſhould bow, 
Cid for our {akes &:come poor, mae himſelf of no 
rcpuration, appear in the form of a ſervant, and 
ſubmit to the painful, ſhameſul, and accuricd 
24 of the Croſs. He cndeavours to learn 
from him the divine leſſon of ſelf denial, and to 
{et no greater value on temporal things, on the 
pleaſures, honours, and riches of this word, 
tan they deſerve, cither in their own nature, or 


K as 
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5 they have a reference and ſubſerviency to 
others, to a better and more enduring ſub- 
ſtance. 

The Exangeliſt gives us a moſt affecting ac- 
connt of his invincble paticnce and magnani- 
mity under the greateſt of injuries, and ſuffer- 
ings, and his forgiving ſpirit towards the vile 
authors of tacm ; "and bong ſenſible that theſe 
narrations were pencd for his inſtruction, and 
uſe, he watches over his own ſpirit, and diſal- 
00s, {trives, and guards againſt all impatience, 
and repinings under afflictions; and if any one 
reviles him, he revilcs not again, but bleſſes 
them that curſes him, and prays for them who 
deſpitefully uſe, and perſecute him. The chief 
buſineſs our bleſſed Lord minded. was how he 

might be moſt uicful to mankind, how he 
might belt ſecure and advance their preſent 
peace and comſort, and future and everlaſting 
happinel: - it was uſual for him to ſeek occa- 
tions of doing good, where he did not catily 
mcet with them, and his compaſſion and good- 
will, both for the bodics and ſouls of men, often 
prevented but always ſurpaſſed their deũires 
and requeſts, Accordingly, the chrittian walks 
in love as Chriſt alſo hath loved him, and con- 
tives aſiducuſly how to ſhew both his bene- 
volence and benificence to thoſe around him; 
if he fecs any diſtroſſed to relizve them; any 
naked to cloath them; any hungry to feed 
them ; reckoning it 2277s liaged 16 give than 19 
Fecerve, 
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receive; and as God hath enabled him, is diſpoſed 
in do good unto all men, but cpecialiy to tre 2 - 
Lal ef faith ; and the fouls, as well as the bo- 
dies of men, are much more his concern; and 
I any thing doubles his“ torrow, and increaſes 
his grief for the aillictions of others, it is to 
benoid them living wittout God, and without 
Chriſt in the world, and avouring under any 
ſpiritual maladics, that cither unfit them for 
their duty here, or the kingdom of heaven 
hereafter ; that may rob them of the pleaſures 
of religion 3 in this world, or hindcr them from 
making a greater preparation for the next. 

He is perſuaded, that it is not the Miniſter's 
duty only to warn ſinners of their danger, and 
ſnew them the necd they have of a Saviour, and 
how they may cſcape the wrath to come, and 
inherit cternal life, but the duty alfo of every 
private chriſtian ; for though he is not to go 
into the Pulpit to preach, and to adminiſter Sa- 
craments, this being peculiarly the work of 
them only, who arc called of Cod to holy Or- 
ders, and have b-en regularly admitted there- 
into by the conſent nd approbation of the Prel- 
bytcry, yet accordi:;; to his ability, by a divine 
command, he is no: to ſuffer ſin to lie on 
his neighbour unreprov.l, nor to let any one 
periſh jor the lack of at divine knowiedge 
which he can communic #t2, cſyccially in his 
own family and houſe, wher: he is 2a 1. 
and a Pric/t, and obliged to k mn iv 

K 2 
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rage the fear and ſervice of God, as he will an- 
frrer for the abuſe, or faithful dilcharge of the 
great truſt repoicd in him at the day of judg- 
ment. 

For this reaſon you ſee him fo diligent in in- 
ſtructing the ignorant, reclaiming the erroncous, 
admoniſhing dne ſecure, warning the preſump— 
tuous, uſin 0 the beſt means for converting the 
unconverted, and edilxing his fellow. {aints, as 
well as finners, in holineſs, faith and comfort ; ; 
ſtrengthening the hands of the weak, and con- 
firming the Wa avering, exhorting the negligent, 
quickening the flothful, encouraging the de- 
jected, and ſ\mpathiſing with, counſelling and 
praying for the tempted, as our Lord did for 
the Apoſile " Pete:,jwhoſe faith elſe would have 
failed him, and he never have been recovered 
from his foul apoſtacy any more than the Apo- 
Nile Judas. 

Our Saviour when upon earth was remarka- 
bly ſerious and devout, and in all his diſcourſes 
before he finiſ:cd them took care to drop ſome- 
thing that might inform the mind, convince the 
judiz ment, and awaken, and impreſs the conſci- 
cnce, that might warm the heart, regulate the 
affections, and better the perſon he converſed 
with; as he did in his diſcourſe with * Nzcode- 
mus, Zaccheus, and the Woman of Samaria in 
a conference with her at the Well; and many 
cu.crs who might be mentioned in proof here- 


of: 
2. 4 Jo! in iii. 1, &c. Luke xix. 5. 
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of: in like manncr as every chriſtian is required, 
fo he too is careful to have his converſation in 
heaven, al: d according to the Goſpel of jeſus 
Chriſt, that he may adorn the doctrine thercof 
in all things. As he looks for another country, 

and city that has foundation, whoſe builder and 
mater is God, fo he co .n{iders himſelf onlv 75 a 
ſojourner here, as all his fathers were; and la- 
bours not ſo much for fer the meat that feriſhett, 

as fer that which endureth uns life eternal; lis 
thoughts are principally imployed about the 
final obtainment of it, and his heart, and to: ngue 
indites and pabliſhes the ſong of praiſe for the 
hope of it; and ſo well is he appriſed of the 
worth of a ſoul, and the coſtly expence his Ne- 
deemer hath been at in purchaſing its ranſom, 
that he will let none who dwell under his roof, 
continue long a ſtranger to it, if it is in his 

power to make them receive his inſtructions 
about it ; but will uſe his beſt endeavours both 
to inſtil into them right notions of things, and 
to ingaze their love tor them, to procure their 
moſt ſcrious attention to their trueſt intereſt, and 
a vigorous proſecution thereof. 

Though no man did ever more conſult the 
benefit of the community where he lived, than 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and vouchſafed them 
more endearing marks of his favour and goud- 
will towards them, in healing the ſick, opening 
the eyes of the blind, making the lame to walk, 
raiſing the dead to life, yet the Jetes, his 
countrymen, the moſt ungratcful {ct of people, 


Ly 
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to reward him ſor theſe ſervices mocked him, 
ſcourged him, fpit upon him, called him a 
ln 11015 mer, condemned him to death with twa 
maleſocters, and nailed him at laſt to the ac- 
curſed trœe; ant J having endured tac Crots and 
deſhiica the ſhame, when be ſuffered be threat- 
ene nit, but eommited level lim that judgeth 
pi: eg; the chriſtian in like manner, doth 
no thnx it range that the world“ hates him, 
abuts 1 mn tor his kind deßhgns towards them, 
an e ders evil for good to lum; he knows 
ber Twin they treated his bleſT: d Natter 
fore him, who was bly, Larmleſs, undefiled, 
E214 | farete jrom funers, and therciore doth 
not Expert to mect v ith greater civilities 
tom them, while ne abhors their cuſtoms, 
and cannot 100 into the like exceſſes of riot 
which they do: ani though in proteſting 
Lo the impicty and vice, and the great 

ecu ncracy into which they are fuik, they 
4150 his friendly admonitions, and ridicule 
his afletcd lingularity in life, as they are 
5.88 2{cd to call it, he looks unto Jeſus, the au- 
td ar end fin iter of bis faith, uli for the j Jy 
4 brjeie "lim cudlured the cantradiftion of | 
g 07ainſt bimſelf ; and like a brave ſoldier fol. 
lows whe captain of his ſalvation wherever he 
gocs, as well without ſhame as without ſcar, in 
tlie mor hazardous enterprizes, and perſevercs 
in weil-doinz to the laſt, and continues faithful 


to che death, that he mi ght receive the crown of 
| lic, 


NM x. 24,7 Rev. xiv. 3 


1 

life; being ſenſible the prize is worthy as well 
as attainable, inſtead of fainting and growing 
weary in his mind on the account of the ſoreſt 
conflicts he hath to face, and get the victory 
over, he puts his truſt in the name of the 
Lord, who is faithful; who has promiſed, that 
if he be 1 icadfait and unmovcable in his fide- 
lity and allegiance, and always abounding in 
hcroick and praiſe worthy actions, his labour 
ſhall not only not be in vain, or fruitl-is, but 
be highly ap;auded of his divine Mater, and 
crow. id wha the greateſt honours at lat. 

His vievvs are higher and more glortous than 
to center in a preſent recompence of reward ; 
perceiving, tliat if in chis life only he had bis 
Hope, he ould be of all creatures the m aſt 
710! big: 1 hat which inſpires him with ardor, 
aid Aa with courage, and undaunted- 
neſs of {pirit, in the E wartore is, re 
7 oft that remarnein for the f coli , CG O; the gtery 
to be revealod; the iinedom lich cannet be 
#ovcd; and the incorruptible, undefiicd, and 
_ never fading whberit ance that 13 aſcertained to 
him by the oath, as well as by the promiie of 
God, and layed up and prepared ior him in 


heaven. Nay, fo far 1s he from giving out in 
his conflict with fin, and emp tation, and dee 
Pairing of ſuccels, that amidſt the mot vio 
Lat ſufterings, and perſccutions, he can de- 


rive 
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rive invincible ſuccour from his great Com- 
mander, and rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and 
fall of glory, in the certain aſſurance he hath of 
being made a conqueror, yea, more than a con- 
qucror at laſt ever all the enemies who op- 
poſe him, through him that hath loved him. 

The abundant ſatisfying proofs he hath of 
cc!iUual mantens awaiting his inhabitation of 
them, and geting in readineſs for him, by 
his once crucihei, but now nſcn, and exalted 
Hand Saviour; and the unqueſtionable 
hut? welcome he ſhall be received with 
Livin, when he that raiſed up Jeſus from the 
cad, fhall qnicken bis mortal body, by bis Spirit 
that d in him, gives him a very different 
ron of things from what the men of the 
world take up with, and ſuggeſt to him in- 
ſupcrable motives to fight the good fight of 
faith, under ſo noble and expert a leader, as 
the Son of God; who by ſhame, and pain, 
and the bittereſt ſufferings, hath ſhowed all 


I's followers the way to glory; and fully cer- 


ted them, who deſire to reign with him, 
that tl cy mult ſirſt of all, mote or leſs, as it 
is appointed to them, tote bis yoke upon them, 
de, on this as well as on other accounts, 7s 
cf, and bis varan, which is Iigbt; and having 
made him the great exemplar of their life and 
actions and pattern, they propoſe to reſemble 
him in all his initable perfections. 

In 


Nom. vin. 11. 
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In theſe reſpects doth Chriſt our Lord ap- 1 
p2ar to be the chriſtian's copy, and the chri- if 

| itian's life, to be a line written after that copy; ly; 
| or in other words, Jeſus Chriſt is the chriſtian's N | 
Seal, as it were, whole character he bears, and 5 

image, or the cxpreſſion of it, at leaſt he en- 1 
deavours to have indelibly imprinted on him, | 

aud on whatever he doth, | 

, 


* 
* 
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PHILIPPIANS i. 21. 


For me to live is Chriſt — 


Have obſerved, that they who ſay, 
o me 70 live is Chriſt, do profeſs 
faith in his Goſpel — They live up 
2 to that profeſſion — They act under 
the agency of his holy Spirit—They 
depend on his mediation and atoning facrifice 
jor their acceptance with God in all they 
do — They follow his moſt holy Example. 
I now add, 

VI. They propound his glory as the chief 
and ultimate end of all their actions; 7. e. 
whether they eat or drink, or whatſocver they 
do, they do it 77 {is Name, in obedience to 
his authority, with a primary view to ſerve 
him, 


L 28-1 


him, to promote his religion, to recommend 
and ſupport his cauſe, and citablith his intereſt 
in the world, 

His thoughts, his deſires, his aſfections, and 
unwcaricd endeavours here all unite, and arc 
directed to him as their proper centre, where 
alone he expects his reward, and looks and 
waits for the promiſed reſt, In the managc=- 
ment of his ſecular coucernments he doth net 
ſo much conſider how he might indulge his 
caſe, amaſs an abundancc, acquire applauſe, 
make a figure in the court of princes, and ſe- 
cure the favour and praiſe of men, as which 
way he may be good as well as great, be rich 
in faith, grow in grace, improve in the chri- 
itan temper, have his fruit unto holineſs; pre- 
ſerve his integrity, hold on in a patient con- 
tinuance in well doing, and honour the Son as 
he honours the Father. Wili the following 
ſuch a buſineſs, and the taking ſuch and ſuch 
advantages in it, though daily praQiſed by 
others with ſome ſucceis and reputation, re- 
proach his chriſtian character, diſhonour his 
holy profeſſion, deſile his conſcience, and rob 
him of his inward peace, and joy in believing ? 
He will forego this advantage, and ſacrifice 
this gain for his Maſter's ſake; that he may 
cut off all occaſion from thoſe who * ſeek an 
occahon to ſpeak ill of him, or his good ways, 
and dare with, or without cauſe, to blaſpheme 

L 2 that 
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7 „ 
that Holy name whercsith he 15 c-ed, that 
by ell deiug he may put to fleece the 
ignorance of ſodliſn men Nil ii ingum- 


pering hin {lk with many tem ore! aL MT5 
Chill Talk devot ions, abhnate his hoy 


her 4, m1 49 | | | 


leſſen, if not holy prevent his mots in 
the chien of Chrit? Ile will endeavour © to 
once his aſteirs with diterction; he will en— 
ge in no more than he can manage wit 
deren, - and 80 through with to tlie comfort 
aud hang! P. ets of thoſ: around lum, and in a 
due invfervicncy both ta their temporal and 


* 


ip: Bev advainage and ſatisfaction ; he wv 0 bo 
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ſure alw ays to keep i in his hands fo much time 


as is necefiory, in ki s opinion, to lay cut for 
religious purpoics and proper to conſecrate 


for he ſervice of bis foul, 15! only that he 
nay hare ſtatcd ſeaſons for retirement from 
the hurry and noiſe of the world, to ſcttie and 
adjuſt his ſpiritual accounts, to c:amine his 
heort, and try his ways, and find out vhercin 
hc hath been deficient in his 0 duty cithe; rg 
or man; aint hath not fied up every relation, 
nd condition in life, vherein Providence hack 
paced him worthaly, and as becomes the chri- 
ian; but to be the better able to rectiſy What 
18 amis, to de what he hath let undue; o 
hoe more caciully and faithfully any . 
tüte opportunities that may come in his way, 
that le may make amends, as it were, for 
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nat is past, and he Bat!: lost, and not nd 
— ? ' 3 * .* 7 * % % P . —_ ; e © % 
As he AMtir;;ift (6 £13 e, one {or thi: 7 = 


nour of hie great Hier, or for the ſervice of 
* 7 . o 

invic in tie word, he ſhould have ſhown more 
„ . peg © and Sa "% FAY Wan Yer 

cet CONCEER fer; and in ne POT m 
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and not the tuning Oo Jesu (Ann. Ge not 
in al: his thovelne, much If, Latli Je lui, love 


in his heart, andy Is fcar cut b 
t5re his Cves; and muck icls yet is the ke 
oi his PE!LLGOUP, and a juſt regard fur inis 
fare the principle of any of his action: dr 
ze makes any faint £45 ys in ICULION, it 15 
ly out cf a view to ls auen brivate 3. 
tœreſt. WE gerrſelk is the governins cad, aud 
the idol he bons dovn to with fo mach rc- 
verenca. 10 him to ire is covetonſucſ, te 
iti on, Pride, enzy, malico, fnful Picaſtuiy., 
te Frati:.Cation oi is carnal eppetites, and 


8 en which his heart; ſet as his d. iy 
p Ortion, ang happincſs for ever ; his will is the 
ihcoitteilnble reaton cf all his 1 and the 
only rule of 355 Laith. and We me - and wilt 
ever coniellers others toy pacd for advice 


in their procercinys, i ho cmergency 15 he 


at 2 loſs what to do, his wn proteund Vi- 
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dom ſoon clears up the difficulties which at 
any time occur, and from his own great ſa- 
cacity he receives ſuificient direction what io 
do; and hath his way always made plain, and 
ſtraight unto him, as it is ſaid of Jercboam, that 
he : &frored fun the cliar the devices of bis cun 
Fglle and of the people of Judah, 
Ki Eo reroved by the Pogo Jeremy, that 
. oy rer cr Lacher do <hotfoever thing | woeth 
aid out of lein wr ments, {9 burn incenſe 70 
tle gueti of heaven; and as it is remarked of 
fro, that © ſhe took of the fruit thereof, not- 
viithſtapding the expreſs prohibition of God to 
the contrary, and did eat, and gave alſs to her 
Etiſteund; becauſe fhe ſaw it was good for food ; 
Pleuſant to the eres, and to be deſircd to make one 
<Wi/e; all which is as much as to ſay, „I will 
© have my own will, whatever be the con- 
«© ſequences of it.“ Whereas the chriitian 
never diſputes his Lord's authority, nor calls 
in ouefion at any time the juſtice or reaſon- 
ablencſs of his commandments; inſtead of ſay- 
ing, who is the Lord that he {hould a 
over me, and be obeyed; that he ſhould give 
me counſcl, and Jay reſt: aints upon my actions? 
He afks, on the contrary, with the deepeſt hu- 
mility, and moſt carneſt concern of mind, 
what he would have him to do; which way 
he ſhould take with the greateſt ſafety ? And 
deſires nothing io much, as to pleaſe him, and 
obtain 
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obiain his Conſtant approbation of his tohavi- 
dur; and cven that his will may be done by him 
on carth, as fully and chearfully always, as it is 
done in heaven by all the bleſled inhabituntsthere. 

In ſhort, Chriſt is his Alpha and Orga. All 
he is, hath, or can do, he ls out upon him, and 
thinks it little enough too; and could be glad 
not only to ſpend, but be ſnent for his ſake as 
far as heis called thereto. He dares not live to 
himſelf as the fool in the Goſpel did, who witile 
he lived, bleſſed his own ſoul, and ſaid, S2, 
tate thine eaſe, cat, drink, and be mroirry ; with- 
hold not thine heart from any joy, thou hafl 
goods layed up for many years to come; pull 
down thy barns, and build greater; thy ſtore 
increaſcs, and theſe arc thy portion; what thine 
heart is ſet upon purſue, and rejoice in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of; thy days are few, and they will be 
Evil too, if thou doſt not let theſe amuſe the 
when nothing elſe will nor can; and kill the 
time that would elſe lic heavy on thy hands; 
but whether he lives, he lives unto the Lord. 
and whether he dies: he dies unto the Lord, 
that living and dying he may be the Lord's. 

Of the like import and ign:fication are thoſe 
words of the Apoſtle, where lie tells you, that 
* Chrift died for all, that thev Ibo live, ſhoulda nor 
venceferth live wnto themſcFoes, but unto bim cc 
died for them, aud roſe again. The deſign of 
Chriſt's u he life, from his incarnation io his 
ſufferings and death, and refurreRion from the 


Au: 433 


2 R080 T4; 


[ 80 | 
dent to his aſcenſiem into heuven, and ſeſſion 
at the right hand of God, ail mtercetiion 
there for us for oe, WC are Allee was wholly 
{or our good. Was he bern into our world in 
e falgets of la made of a woman, and 
e under the Law 3 and did he live ſo many 
VC:rs in our world as dther men do? YOu are 
tou that be was 32, Jebel, 1. c. in the fleſh, 7 


7 
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$6::5s, Did he cl the Law which we had 
brul.ca? It was in our ſtead to magnify it, and 
male It nenourable, to how its practicableneſe, 
511d to be the end of it, to fulſil it, and not de- 
roy It, tor righicgefnets to every one that 
believeth. Did he ſuffer fo many cruel mock- 
ti, reproaches, and hard uſages, and at laſt 
die the accurted death of the crois? It was to 
t1:\} the work of redemption he had under- 
tak cn, to make an end of in, to make reconci- 
liatian for my uity, and perlect thera who are 
Lancuned. « [fp was dg, fer our eroufgreſ- 
1635, Griifed fur ur iuiguilies; ihe cvnltfement 
tir peace Was upon lum, 01:4 Wit bis firifes 
we wire bealed. He bore cur fins an bis own 
bur G17 the ZF , aud Sade his life 2 ranſon fer 
is; end to deliver us irom the power, poliutt- 
en, and guilt of fin, and from death and holl, 


the wages of it, and to obtain liic, glory, 
— — ; 
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z Ichn lit. 5. C. J. iv. 4, 5. K ish 11. 3, 8. 
t. u. 24. 
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and immortality for us. And did he not dic 
for our oſlenccs, and was kuricd, and lay 
three days in the grave? So he aroſe again ſom 
the dcad, and it was for our juſtification. Did 
hie burtt 1! arough | he bands of death, and Qii- 
charge hinzſelf from ths pr: an of che grave ? 
It was to aheliſh death, ond Airex Din 14 5 Path 
75 foteer of death that is, Thi decal, ond ut! cy. 
them, «cho ech fru. 756 lb, dert all fle 
t/e {11.20 tity? 77 le udn 2 - the conltideration ot 
which occanoned the Apolile to break ont in 
that triumphant language, which he uf 1 
when he put the qucſtion, by viay of inſult 
over, and contempt of his laſt enemy, and to 
antwer it fo conhocntly and joyfully, O death, 
whore 75 ing? O 5r a e here is thy vier? 
The fling of death is fin, and the firong? 5 of iin 
is tie Low; but thanks be to Cod ꝛc, both gi- 
den ws the. viflery ibreugb but er Jois 
Chri/t, 

Did he aſcend up into heaven, and fit him- 
ſelf at the Father's right hand? It was to bring 
us up thither, not only in our thoughts, affe 
tions, and deſires now (in which ſenſe we arc 

ſuid already, fo be raifed up togetÞor, and a 70 
At together in 4 rn #laces in Chriſs Tejus) 
but our perſons alſo, 3 body; foul, 
and ſpirit hercafter, when he comes to be glo- 
rified in his ſaints, as well as admired of all 
them, who believe, and ſhall appear à ſecond 
ume without hn unto their ſalvation; the for- 
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mer the Apollie ſuggeſts in that echortation of 
his to the Clifiſiums to- fete things ibat are 
ald, and to jet their gſecliaus there, becauſe 
he is buth rilen, and fits now at the right hand 
of Cod; the latter our Lord aſiured his diſci- 
ples a little before he took his leave of them, 
that their hearts might not be troubled, faying, 
"mm mr Fathers boiſe are many manfions ; if it 
were uct fo, J * cl late told yeu : 1g to pre- 
pare d piace for you ; I will come again, aud re- 
lie you to myſclf, that where Fg am, there ye 
may be alſe. 

Finally, doth he ever live to make interceſ- 
ſion for us there, as our righteous advocate, if 
we fin? It is that we may be accepted of God, 
and bleſſed in him with all ſpiritual bleſſings 
in heavcnly places; that we may have grace 
_ glory, and no good thing with-Held from 

; for this is the reaſon afſioned, why be 1s 
all to fave them to the utterms/!, e that come un- 
t6 God by him, becauſe he ever liveib to make 
interceſſiun for them. It appears hence there- 
fore, that our Lord and Saviour, in all he did 
and ſuffered, had our good before his ey cs, 
and deſigncd its perfection in his own due 


time; that w «oben be, cho 75 our life, fia ap- 


J. _— We alſo may appear an CA WEL 70 Leut. 


And as the advantages ariſing herefrom are all 


in our favour, and” may be pleaded by us be- 
forc 
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ſore God at his throne of grace com tinualiy, 
io hae are reciprocal engagements, which we 
lie under to faidll, on the account of all theſe 
mervllgus things he hath done for us; and che 
Chriitin knows it, and is as ready to own it: 
hc 4 ..oforc makes Chriſt the chief end of his 
life, end the honour of his ane his principal 
ie,; and he takes his own preſcribed way in 
orler hereto, 4 by bringing forth much (uit, 
and g gority ing him in his body and {pirit ; or as 
the lune: 7 0ſtlc! in another Epittic express it 

in fret ati ng bs body, puting the part for tlie 
whole, by a figure called a Synechdoche ; or as 
in other placcs, * 0 F way or to God, as 
Leſe wo are alive from tte dend ; aud cue men: - 

bers, as inſ!ruments of rightecuſncls ; * and a giving 


we 7 


ourjetves to the Lord, and to one another accord. 


nx to his will; that is, in holy Communion 
and Church fellowſhip. 

VII. The y who ſoy, 70 me to live 75 Chriſt, 
-nake him the object of their proateſt delight 
and com: BRCENCY, on which their! uls « da: ly 
contemplate, and reſt, as on their only prog er 
centre. 

In the concernments of the pre hin We, 
and the common affairs of life, th. 2 
the primary object of gur choice, 
gages the mind, dire 15 the dener of our 
ant affects or reentatcs rt 
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ſeparate forme our; ” the day for ſerious deli 
era tion, to conclude unon and deviſe ſuch 
mcaiures as ate moto Convucive, and beit adapt- 
ed to accompliſh them; How we fhail efect 
fach a ſcheme, protecute ſuch al ng and 
brin:s about ſuch and ſuch purpeſcs, is what we 
Ficvtuulty think Gi, as 2 as When we have 
cuterod upon pay uy d they Who fay, 79 me 


ro ae! Cho „, think it as nec ſiary a Fe e 0; 
Vito, a practice az requiſite to be followed 
in our Huritual constinments; think it as erpe⸗ 
dient for ſuchi as arc inquiring 2 way to ca- 


ven, as are deſirous ta know what to do to be 
larcd, and are ſecking the kirgdom of Cod, 
and the rightcoulinets tlercoß, in order thereto, a 
lar more momenteus aT air of life; for this reaſon 
jt le, thiev 0 heartily cloſe wich the obſervance 
= that rule, wich {> of the laſt importausc, 

nd Wl CENAY hrove of the greatelt a von- 
tave to tem. Toy {ze plainly that if they 
won maintain, and keep up their cicem for 
ed leſus, toy muſt call him, and what 
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© ed 19 gi lim in cut bodies and forts, 
« 4c are bis ? And by our u . a and Nn 
* perſonal dedication do we declare that, 75 
us Jo lice is Ai? Ilow can we act vp to 
« this endcaring engagement, and pay that 
„ dutitul regard to the fulglment of it, which 
« is ſo C3 pre ſely 1 us, if he never enters 
« into out thoughts; or if he Goth ſomctiunge, 
« if we treat him with inclEcrenne ar wire 
« him but a cold and ur kind proton theræ- 
« in!“ As to them <6 42 Mun, I OCrou? 
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decining love, through defre having ſeparated 
themſelves, they {fuck to intermedale with this 
piece of witdom ; and indeed the amiabieneis 
of lis perſon as God add, as wel as the trol 
relation he ſtands in to us, an ning obligati— 
ons of gratitude, and ſervice, fie h th la wed us 
under, arc ſuch powerful attractis cs, ard quit 
and perſuaſive motives Herenito, that to tliem 
it is molt ſurprizing, and altogether unaccount- 
able, tov! any one who will give bhimſclf iceave 
1 think :icriouſly, and is acquainted with his 
IL. Lle, cam live in a wilful neglect, and intire 
l. urge tſuineſs of him; can ſo long for ber to 
{pak of him, and to him, or havin ng any Un: 1 
to do with him, either in Prayer or praiie, or 
in their attendance on Him in his hely Ord- 
nances; eſpecially at the Lord's Table, where 
he appcars fo divinely condeſcending, as to vive 
us leave 75 cn. bis fit and drink Ius bleed ; and 
to call to us torcach, with Themas, to him our 
ſinger, and Jed bis Jands; to nch to him 
Gur }: and, and 77 915 o few into bis , Flut 
we and rat he t«:itlefs, but believing ; and tis, 
nt ke tolls us, we arcto d, to kcop un ' OUT Gear 
eine nu rance of Lim, and to ches forth bis 
dci i 3 „ns. 

u ee dc ha M zeme, or more ca- 
Pins coef Cie be rromm mended to our 
devote reren, bur Holy maclitation, 
and. Anis 7M Ci 75 "I 14 „tzzuiſni TRIP {r 7 time 
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ſtrengthen our faith and hope, and inflame our 
languid — al and affection, than the birth, life, 
ſufferings, death, relurrection, aſcenſion, iciÞon, 
and inte "ne fon of Jetus Chriſt, at the right 
hand of Cod for ever for us! They who 
ſy, n 70 lice 75 (li, think nothing 
is, or cin be ſo divine a repait z and fhew they 
mean as they ſay, by their dauy religious re- 
gards to him - the frequent ſerious itourſes 
they hold with one another about him, and 
the warm expreſſions they uſe of their 031173. 
tions to him for his wich grace in g10 ing ana- 


e, a ranſom for them, It 1 is for want of K. W- 


ing him better, and loving kim more, that he 
is fo much baniſhed from an yy of our thou: SS, 
and we do not ſuffer him to appcar oftner in 
our live CE, and converſations ; but not fo have 
they, who fay, o me o live is Chriſt, lcaincd 
him; they are never ſo much pleafed as wicn 
they conteraplate the Lord their King, and {!tca- 
dily fix their eyes on him, whom their ſouls 
!ove, and take him in the arms of their faith; 
than when he lits up the light of his coun- 
tenance on them, and manifeſts himſelf to tien 
as he doth not to the worid, and they can 
keep up any fellow Cup, z0t only with the Pa- 
ther, but alſo with his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
Wucn cver they contider him veiliag bis 
gory in the afumption of mortal beth, by ing 
in the womb of 2 Vir Tin, and appearin” i 7s 
fulneſs of time in our netute, econ. 
out with the like human frailtice di: er- 
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ſclves, n ul? cee d. When ever they 1 
eld kis jun cent, and inoſſenſtee behaviour, 
his mucincis, humility, patiencc, picty, and 
charitu, his {11 et avd paica obedience, both 
O tie ceremonial, and moral law, to whick 
Ki har for their fakes ſubteRcd bimſelf. When 
ever thcy ſoil him in his agony, and bloody 
fwcat in the Corden, Wlien he prayed, if it 
Wer. Poi e, Ie Ch A t fafs jrom him, add- 
ing, zero imriefs, Fair, not my Will, bit tone 
2 0 2. When cver they follow him to the 
art of 52 lier, and view him there: arraioned, 
at, and condenncd, bearing his Cross himicif ta 
mount C ens the pace of his cruel execution ; 
and alte at picrced tothe heart viith a ſpca 
. Ie Rh N extcnacd tlzercon for the ip..cc 
of li Howes. ber. een two malcſagdors, as 
tung ai their villainies had concentered in 
Din, and he ba been the Done criminal, 
In a ore, when ever they feflect on his con- 
It tt 


*14 - 
4% 44 9 <Q > $% © s 44% - p — 2 — — 5 

1 1 WUvat lin 1221 ALT, and all { 28 wers Or 
„co op IB BO 9 R Rs kird d. 
eoricnot: by his rcturredion ON the third day 


H. mn the dead, and omg Captivity captive ; 

laſt Cf is 2 on into lieg wen, and 
per ctual lefiior, aud i ee e at 518 T her” 5 
11 kl and, to manage and ſecure their Higheſt 
inte: lia, and to prepare the app inted placcs 
Fur tt:ein, even munſions of glory, honour, and 
unmortality, till he ſhtall come again to ju dg 
the . , AT. 0 Cn! or o every One accord Fore. 
to their works, and to ſeparate the thcep from 
tic coal; tat WICIE "Bk is, there they his {vr 
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vants alſo may be. I ſay, when cver they can 
find in their hearts a diſpoſition to ſet apart a 
certain portion of their time for holy medi- 
tation on all, or on any of theſe important to- 
pics, they feel in their breaſts ſuch a holy ve- 
neration ariſing for their Saviour, ſuch divine 
emotions of ſoul excited towards him, ſuch a 
ſuperlative affection and increating longing, 
and ardent deſires to be with him, ſtired up 
and drawn out after him, as is beyond a hu- 
man tongue to expreſs, or a human mind to 
CONCEIVE. 
When ever any one will thus employ his 
mind, when a proper occaſion offers, vill give 
himſelf leave to retire awhile, and fit Cown to 
think over what great things the Lord Jeſus 
Chriit hath done for his foul ; will take under 
ſcrious examination, and recollection, the fc- 
veral ſteps taken to bring about his redemp- 
tion by him; will ſoon perceive the unſpcak - 
able benefit of it, will find to his greateſt ſatiſ- 
faction and joy, that he hath conſulted in to 
doing his ſpiritual health, and lafcty, the re- 
newcd vigour of his inward man; that it hatt: 
beciz an happy means of keeping alive the 
werk of grace in his heart, of encouraging 
lim (o duty, and detering him from lin; 
and mightily cularging his ideas of the divine 
widom, power, faithſulneſs, goodneſs, and 
mercy to the children of men, in the con- 
trivinct of a way for their recovery of his 
{td favour and laſt image, and for a de- 
2 liverencs 
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ſverance out of the hands of their enemies, to 
which they were held in bondage, and elſe 
muſt have remained ſo to all eternity: and as 
to Cod the Father, fo to the Son of God, will 
their love be the more provoked, through faith 
in whoſe blood they have remiſſion of fins, 
and an inheritance among them who are 
ianclifed, 

If then, we would be thriving and prac- 
tical chriſtians, as well as ſound, and fincerc 
belicvers, and that to us we would make it 
appear, o {vc 7s Cyriſt, let us put on Chriſt, 
wd have frequent recourſe to him in our pious 
moughts, and devout meditations ; let us ſtir 
ap ourſelves to lay hold of him, by faith un- 
&.ignced, and fend up at proper ſeaſons our 
cjaculatory prayers, and praiſes to him; for 
the oftener we mect him, converſe with him, 
and enjoy him, whether in our cloſets, pri- 
vate retirements, in our oven houſes, or fami- 
lies, or in the church of God, and his holy 
ordinances, but cfpecially in the Lord's-Sup- 
ber, the more vchement will our deſires be 
towards him, and the ſtronger the aſpirations, 
and out- goings of our ſoul after him; greater 
expericnce of his love and grace we ſhall 
obtain, and the more will he delight over 
us to bleſs us, and cauſe his goodneſs to pals 
before us. 
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S E R M O N IV. 


SF eee e 
PHILIPPIANS i. 21. 
For me to live is Chrift — 


S855): AVING gone through the ſeveral 
FED particulars I propoſed to ſpeak to 
PY FH) from thc words, I ſnall now make 
a practical Improvement of the 
whole. 
I. Is the deſcription I have given of the 
character of thoſe who ſay, t me to live is 
Chrijt, true, then how different is it from all 
theirs, who either do not pretend to it, or if 
they do, do not anſwer and live up to it. 

The Goſpel they are not aſhamed nor a- 


j 
— 


fraid to confeſs before men; they are ſatisfied 


with the evidence it brings of it's divine au- 
thority, and it's xorthineſe of their acceptation; 
they 


—— — 
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they are convinced that both it's doctrines and 
precepts are {uch, as never man could teach, 
who had not been with God, and received 
them by a ſpccial revelation frem him ; they 
benold their wonderful wiſdom, excellency, 
and beauty, with an holy aſtoniſhment, and 
delight, and apply themſelves aſſiduouſly to 
underſtand their full meaning, and get at as 
thorough a knowledge of them as is poſſible: 
they ſce their ſuitableneſs to their fallen ſtate, 
and feet the divine power of them on their 
hearts and lives; they conſent to be inftrucicd, 
and governed by them, and lay them beer 
thein as the only rule of their faith, and prac- 
tice; and when they have made the beſt 
tranſcript of the they are able, they per- 
ccive ſo many crrata's, and ſo great unlikeneſs 
to the original, they copicd after. that they 
darc not dcpend on them as their juſtifying 
riglitcouſneſs before God; nor make mention 
of them as the meritorious plca with him for 
their acccptance unto life; to far from doing 
thus, that they are always ready to acknow- 
edge, that they are not only unprofitable ſer- 
vants, and have done no more than is their du 
to do, but that they have fallen ſhort of the 
rule of their duty, and are but as an unclean 
thing, when either they, cr their works, are 
compared either with the infinite purity of 
Cod, againſt whom they have fo often fined, 
or of 5 is divine law, which they have vielded 


ſo part al an obedience to. 


Their 
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Their great defectibeneſs in their moſt holy 
ſervices, and the woful imperfections attcn.i- 
ing their performance, make them fee tlic ab- 
ſolute necd they have of a Nicdiator; and 
thankful too to God for having provided one 
for them, to ſtand in the gap, and make up 
the hedge for them heſore the Lord; in whote 
hands the y may ſafely put their cauſe, and for 
his ſake hope, they ſhall not only have a fair 
hearing of it, but carry it alſo with immortal 
hon our and applauſe: they are grieved that 

* waen to do good cvil is preſent with them, 
and they are fo inſufficient of themſclves to 
thinx a good thought, much leſs do a good 
work; and they rejoice at the aſſurance given 
them, that their help is layed on one who is 
miglity; that all their ſupplies may be had out 
of his fulneſs, every grace obtained from his 
Spirit, and every good and perfect gift ſecured 
by that covenant, whoſe promiſes are“ yea, and 
amen in lim, and hath bcen ratified, and con- 
firmed by the ſheding of his moſt precious 
blood. Here it is they look for ſtrength to 
enable thæm to work out their ſalvation, and 
to make their calling and election ſure; to 
animate all their pious and virtuous endcavours 
to quicken their diligence, and eſtabliſh them 
in every good work, to get the better of every 
fin, and temptation, that may ariſe cither from 
the corruptions of their own hearts, the ſug- 


ge tions 
» Ham. vii. 21. 1 Cor. iu. 35. 4 Cor. i. 20. 
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geſtions and wiles of Satan, and the ſnares 
and cnticements of a wicked world. The 
pattern he hath ſet them inſpires them with 
true chriſtian patience, fortitude and zeal to 
do and ſuffer his whole will concerning them, 
and they think by fghting under fo brave a 
commander, whoſe {ki!l and courage they 
have had ſo many inconteſtable proofs of, they 
cannot, ſhall I fay, miſs of victory; yea, they 
are ſure of puting to flight ail his and their 
enemies, that may from time to time riſe up 
againſt him or them, and ſcek their utter ruin 
and overthrow. 

Since by his grace only they arc wholly 
what they are, ſo they will take care that he 
thall have the glory of it always. Whether 
they eat or drink, or whatever they do, this 
they will be furc to have in view, and pro- 
pound as the ultimate end of their Jives. They 
think they live in vain, yea, to bad purpoſes, 
i they give him not the homage, which is his 
due. I am thine, iay they, O ſave me! 
Thou haſt bought me with a price, and I 
ce trait in thee, and look unto thee ſor ſal- 
« vation, Or God thou art made unto me 
r wiidon, 1ghteouſneis, ſanctificatiuon, and 
« reacemrtiong and J will not forſake my 
% 089 incrcies, nor deſpiſe my ſoul fo much, 
« vs not to come to tice, that I may have 

| « Ute, 
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liſe, and that I may have it more abundant- 
ly: and thou art mine, the delight of mine 
* eyes, the joy of my heart, my refuge, and 
« {irong tower, to which I continually reſort, 
* and hide myſelf till my calamities be all 


** 


* over-paſt. To thee therefore ſhall my vows 
* be paid which J made when in trouble; 
ce and thy praiſes ſhew forth, and name mag- 
te nify for ever and ever. O bleſs the Lord 
c my ſoul, and all that is within thee, exto 1 
him in the higheſt, who giveth the grace an; 
« glory, and withholdeth no gos. thing from 
e thec! © Worthy art thou, Who wat t Dain, who 
ce hath waſh<d we from my ſins in Un Own 
te blood, and made me a king and prieſt unto 
« God and the J. aher, to receive power ani 
& richcs, and wiſdom, and firength, and ho- 
© pour, and glory. Blcf ing, and honour, and 
e glory, therefore I will aſcribe unto him, 
& that (its on the throne, and to the Lamb ta 
« ever, and ever.“ 

On the other hand, the ungodly, and fin- 
ner, hath not fo learned Chriit, wilt her he be 
a Miniſter, or private chriſtian; he noe 
thinks, talks, nor acts thus. Not t ih do toy 
2 themſelves, not like-min are they 
with tixm, who ſay, 7 me to ite 75 Ct; 
Vaſtly different are they in their temper, 1 
behaviour, as different as ligh: is from datk- 
neſs, righteouſneſs from uptigh tete, and 
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Chriſt from Belial. Some, it may be, do net 
10 much as believe there is delivered to them 
any authentic revclation from God, or that 
holy men did ever ſpeak, as they were moved 
by the holy Ghoſt ; at leait if they believe the 
Coſpel inſtitution to be divine, take no care, 
and uſe no endeavours to walk by the light 
of it, and ſcem not to be any thing the better 
for the knowledge it communicates to them; 
lating the light becauſe their deeds are evil, 
and preſering darknets before it that their 
© deeds might not be reproved. They think 
Uicmiclves in health, aud to have no need of 
a phyſician, ſelt-ſufficieut for every bounden 
duty, and that he who made them did endow 
them with ſuch abilities as would enable them 
to act up to their character, as men, that is, as 
rational beings aud moral agents, without an 
furthcr additional allifariccs, that ſome people 
tall: io much about the expediency of re- 
cciving. And as they fee no need of the holy 
Spirit as a Sanctifier, ſo neither any need of 
zclus Chrut as a . ; or if they do, it 
is only to atone {for ſuch fins as are unavoid- 
able from their natural conſtitution, belicving, 
that the infinite mercics of God will not ſuffer 
him to damn his creature man for a few years 
follies, and criminal indulgencies; when their 
very make is ſuch, as, if they do not live as 
ey do, they i at counteract the very Cravings 
on e animal part, the body, and live in a 
Per- 
John iii. 19, 20. 
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perpetual ſtate of war with all thew carnal ap- 
petites and paſſions; fince wile they OE: 
and foliow the ſuggettions of their rational a aud 
ſpiritual part, their fouls they mutt oppolc 


and refuſe compliance with the demands of 


their ſenſes, and never hive any thing to do 
with any of thoſe pleatures and cnjoyments 
they arc prompted io firongly to by Both and 
blood. 

As to the example of their F ord and Sa— 
viour, they look upon that to be ad mired, 
rather than i: mitated, (1 ſcat as their tioughts 
and actions are to be contiract) and if ſuch 
duties are to be expected from en, it cannot 
be, they think, any further than is confiitong 
with the fine of ſuch fallen creatures 28 Lacy 
are; who had better be withcut being at ail, 
than to i.ave it on ſuch terms as to be ivrceld 
to Gy ti:» :nlcives thoſe Sata tions Wally, 


Gr in tlie ITCH HT (wy Ii, an the indu Agence wheres 
of che very comfort of beliig, at Icall Or it's 
CONN Mee, tcems tO FE Ac T0 ir: 191.8 in tis 
weiid. As ta livlig to the bogour of F Chriſt. 


— 

and doing eva Wing in his name; propoling 
thc PI roſp: erity 04 1118 8 kingdom, aid the ercate 'T 
AGVALCCIN of his mnterelt as t uſcltnate 
chd, RP tne > prmar view Oi all ther actions, 
they declare it to be an lard ſaying, and What 
they cannot bear to hear of; a precept im- 
pia alewle, and to bs looked on on:y as a 
codntel, if it is to bs received at all, an's not 
as 2 command ; which if : was tcilowed, 

1 cuid 
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Woult indeed mend the world, and reform 
mankind, but would, at the ſame time, over- 
turn the preſcnt conſtitution of things, and 
nk of this earth an heaven, which it was 


never deſianed to be by God the Creator of it, 
even when he firſt {fort us into it. 


SO! \ f % 


Soze will indeed conſent it to be very 
ſ.tin. io do many worthy things, that have the 
apne;rance of religion, if their own Private in- 
dels may be butter promoted and ſccured 
reh; the © W:il chen ſay with Jeu, Come 
«ith ms, 24 tre my weal for the Lord; but 
enly 10 Ing s ſuits their natural inclination, or 
ſnall ferve tome ſiniſcer view, forme worldiy 
purpole, or give them a greater credit with 
nien Who are much better than themſelves. 
As to any love to Chriſt, or delight in him, c- 
in his day, houte, ordinances, or ſervice, or 
any liv th: gl of him, and holy contem- 
Platons on Mio, Uicſe are at beſt but formal, 


merciy external, and hypocritical Pretence: 


— 


veithemt any real ilhcerity and truth; becauſe 
they ond wer Gore to talk of ſuch things, 


us ein afraid tome are ſo religiouſſy wicked (it 
I my to tpeak) and to boatt of communion 
nh Cod, and feilowiſ ip wich his Son Jeſus 
Cor, and his ſaints; cr of the comforts of 
the holy Ghoſt, ang the pleaſures of religion, 
they never taſted of; thiete are not to be be- 
lieved, white in works they deny him, and 


18014 
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run into all the extravagances of the ac the v 
vc in; the whole of ! Ar godlineſs cent ce ind 
in r worldly gain, or 8 views, or 
fnful injoyments, the {Vic and irudoery 0 
Satan; they may E. lai, 7; 620 e <C/ti cut Ct Ws 
as much as if they nercr hid heard 25 hin 
And indeed theſe iceret me tle wort enemies 
to religon; and do more Uilivice to it, than 
they who never malle hy hang tion of it, be- 
cauſe (though uu n are apt to ee e 
tlic an)dnets 01 badncis of I21CNS principles 
om their practices, and to fav, © fee what 
© ſoit of lives thete iamts lead, who hold 
e ſuch and ſuch tenets, O my ſoul, come 
« not thou into their iccrct, mine honour be 
© not thou united unto their afkunbiies, where 
e ſuch Wicked do ines arc preact, ed wiich 
ee encourage ſuch mpicty and 1.ccntiouſneſs i” 
when at tlie ſamc time they are doctrines truly 
according to ,ouuincts: but mens hearts nat 
bein; io god as ti. cir heads, they do not act 
up to tlie articles of faitli, Which they have 
embraced, but hold the truth in unrigntebuſ- 
neſs, their ſecuiar intcretis lie ncarell their 
heart; and if they do any thing for Chriſt, 
they will be ture to make it lubicroc thor 
own purpuics Chief, lone way or another; 
either to ſupport their credit and reputation Ig 
the world, to make them reſpectable among 
fome kind of perſons, and to conciliate their 
affections to them, or to gratify their vanity, 
annbition and pride, or to Ying lar er proßts 
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into their trade, and fill their cofterts with more 
«| 
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5 itt ter i 1 1s te, Pocan;e of Tt; 71! 0 24/5. 
Jr au, avan is in Cui Teſts, Be is à net crca- 
rare £: 4s ane f. Had au, behold, all things 
gr dete now, Gi the ſaine mind is our Sa- 
iam, hte he tells you, , be that is of 
Cc, foartty Cica s rrerd ; but on the contrary, 
as he avs, we therrfore bear *ircm not, becanſe 
vim gr eff, Ged. e are e your Jaller tg 
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felling be d 4 fe fo end cf the mind ; aud 
70% by nat. ure clilulren of rail con as Ones © | 
but God, «ls is rich in mercy, for Lis mw 
lade << her date be {goed us, coin oben We ie 
Grad in ei 's r firs, beth quickencd . 
togeller «ith Chriſt, | Oy 8 T7680 ve are favcd) ard 


bath made us fit tevether in beaventy places 11 
(ii Jus and a little after adds, tor <2 
ere bis <orkianfiip, created in Ci Jus 
tinto good WES, 
g 11. Is this a t:ue deſcription of their cha- 
rigs who ſay, 1e mie to live is Clhrift, then hgw 
vw real chriſtians are there in the world! 
Oh whom almoſt do vou ſes the iingge © 
riſt Inftamped, a and his amiable features 
&rawn in their proper proporuon? Where is the 
perſon to be found, without very dilige at 


>>. 
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ey 


þ iearch, that ſhows the leaſt reſemblance cf 
F him; Is the face of whoſe converſation bg 
| _  taeir Hearts appear to be ſet on him, the. 
| minds and thoughts to be taken up about 2 2 
| De nat moſt men alienate themſelves fron ': s 
life, throus] h an abhorreme of all that! u- 
5 

rend; 
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cred? Init not a burthen to them to be in come 
pany with any who talk of him, with any who 
recommend his holy Goſpel to their attention, 

or the obevience of it as the one thing needſul! > 
Do they not bchold fach with a ſecret ſear and 
{33; 1e, whe a their good living to Chriſt up- 
brai.'s th: ir diſafiectlon to him, and reminds 
them of what they cught to be, whic!: they 


p—_ 


are not? Ihe gencrali y "of mankind ſcem to 


live without Chiriſt, hut any true knowledge 
of him, faviag faith in him, unſeigned love to 
85 

him, and | ardent deſires after lum; for though! 
You often hear his name in their mouths, yet 
- is to be ſcared without any real veneration 
or it in the heart. To fay the beſt of it, it is 
1 it they mean nothing by it; for too no- 
torious is it when they ſreak of him ordina- 
rily, it is either vainly or liehtly, or in a moſt 
2irontng manner. It may be, if they are ap- 
prchenſive of any immediate danger, they will 
call for mercy loudly from him, or tay as his 
diſciples did when they were in a ſtorm, and the 
fin was about to fink, Læra jave us, er e periſi; 

or elſc if they be angry with anther, who may 
have offended them, they will ;mprecate his 
torcit dengennce, and with all bis cur ies muy 
fall on his head; but as to uſing his name re- 
verently, and ſpeaking of him ſeriou!ly, and 
Fc<tio natcly , 35 they wouid, and do, who hope 
in his name, and are under any rea al concern ci 
mind to avail themiclves of his ſufferings and 
death to ſalvation; this, I believe, will readily 


be 
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PC ack ew, NN 1s dom the caſe, and when 
it happens, it is a rare, a very rare thing, more 
rare than it 1s commonly thought to be. 

If we conſider the various forts of ſinners 
that are in the world, I necd not tell you, that 
it the world was divided into ry p parts, it 
hath been computed by ſome, that above three 
fourths of them, or more, are either g, 
Malometans, or Jets; and among the rcft 
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who go under the dunomination ot Co: Hias, 


1 need not tell you, how iew are of the 
Pro:eflant and not of the Reman com Dngion; | 
al among them, 1129 call themiclves Tera? - 
ants, vou ν . fad a very gicat 1c city of wood 
men; of {ucit 55 have the fear of (. > erorc 
their eyes, a we deſirèe to ſerve g: nd, end 


do honour to ti e holy profeſiion they matze by 
2 holy life. IF you = ſeparate the precious 
from the vile, you will be ſoon convinced h 
their outward Acporttment of the truti of cur 
Lord's awful aſtertions, that though mary be 
called, yet 2 he ebufen : ; ond . eld?" F 
gate, and 61 dad is the ab, ohne l afketh ider 
tion, and mar * there be itt 20 7 12 Rat, 
cd. firart 15 the gate, cu narrig tie guy 


1 


Ze 14 21 lt adett; Hi! fg Vie, aud few u 'E 6 v 2 7s nd 
77. And 90 many, Very Many, = fo far 


{rom w alin 1 the way of the Lord to P! Cale 
kim, that 3 are enemies to bim by wiched 
works, and hey their hearts fully fx in duet 
to do 1 2% inſt him. 

| It 


4a » 


a 7 
L 104 


r ** comphaint Fhich God made con- 
rning 2 {iran of old, es be wes on em 


n, brinzins fo10 fruit inte Gimjcif. And 
our lord h inne in the Go! vel lements, under 


Ls 2h 1 5 

20 arabic of a fig ref anted l va certain man 
221 l vine vard, tic fame be rrenneſs of the whole 
[C9142 Baton ; Which N tere years be came 


* " - * 
er it fen, cut found none ; ſuggeſting 


n 
1055 _ "ies abe incorrigiblencts, and 
V.Kzcdaicis. And is there not 90 great rcaton for 
the lame Comp! int to be male concerning all 
372114, GCrulile as Weil as Jew, to whom thc 
Crop hath been preached 3; a more excellent 
1.cars of falv on than ever was be fore our Sa- 
\'1 tian aſtorded to the world? Who is there 
Gin, Who do noi Fre lo Guilelves, whiic weougnt 
to live to him who loved us, ind: cave himſelf for 

: Greatarc the e me erolly ignorant, 
01 en „ho cannot help it t, and W bo I:ketobeſo; 
of them, woo by their mean parenta ge and edu- 
cuion, are with- held 2 910 the mens of inſtruc- 
tion 10 al! divine know ledge, attainable by their 
on reading of foci hooks as Would give it 
them Ig 141 ein io, WHO a Itner B iltully refuſe 
the helys of.cred thei, or Wien th y have uicd 
tum, negbe dt 3jmproving them after awhile, and 
care not to take that pale they might, and 
qognt ta dd, to gro Wine, 15 {0 better than 
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Satan hath got of chem; they had rather ſettle on 
their old lecs, than be denied their old cuſtoms, 
and diſturbed in their old ſinful courſes; they 
chooſe to be without knowicdge, thy zh with- 
out it the heart cannot be good, that they may 
be the more excuſable tor living in ungodlineſs, 
and worldly luſts; fince they are told by their 
divine maſter,” 7hot io whom much is gigen, of 
bin much is required , and that be «ho knows (ts 
maſter's will, and doth is nat, Jrall be beaten with 
more firipes than be hs did not now it : not 
copie ing that when men's unuerſtandings are 
darkned, "ind they became alienated from the 
life of Cal, thraush the 1gnorance that is in 
them, becouſe of the blindacks of their minds, 
7 arc apt * 76 gr6w paſt feeling, as the Apoſtic 

expreſies it, and to give therferves over to vile 
| affections, unto laſe iviouſueſs, to work all unclean- 
neſs with greedineſs. 

Great alſo are the numbers of the openly pro- 
fane, of wicked and unrcaſunable men, ho 
have not faith, who ſct light by all religion, and 
have no principles of honour and goodneſs in 
them, veho make a mock of Sin, an nd laugh at 
Hell and Damnation as the devices Gt tlie rieſts, 
only to keep the world in awe and ſubjecton 
to them; who think that as all things here 
ſeem to come alike 19 all, and there is cue event 
to the righteous, and to the wicked, lo ie good, anc? 
t9 the clean, and ti the unclean ;, to liiu that FAA 7. 

 feeeth, and t9 him that lacrificeth net; as 11 112 
Þ 6048 


I.uke Xii. 47. EDM. iv. 18, 19. 
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good, fo 7s the fenner ; aud be 1 hat /weareth as he 
that fraretrh on cath” ; it will be always ſo, and 
no real difference will ever be made between 
the righteous and the ungodly and ſinner; but 
as dicth the beaſt ſo dieth the ſons of men; and 
no day of retriburion to come 1s ever to be ex- 
peacd : or if they do not deny a divine Being. 
a Providence, the immortality of the Soul, and 
a future judgment, yet believe not the chriſlian 
revelation, nor any thing concerning Jeſus Chriſt, 
any more than they would of any other com- 
mon man ; for I muſt confeſs that there be few 
who care to own themſelves Atheiſts, though 
they live as if they were, and interpretatively 
all arc ſo who lead wicked lives; ſo the word 
of God accounts them, and pronounces con- 
cerning them, where it afiurcs you, he fool, 
that is, thc profane wretch bath ſeid in bis 
beart there is no Gd; for they would be hiſſed 
out of all company if they did, and ſhuned as 
much as you would a man diſordered in his 
mind. 

Now are there not many of thoſe ſort of per- 
ſons whom we call D. 1105 in cur nation; and 
is it not a faſhionable notion and growing evil 
upon us, among cſpecially thoſe who are called 
tize polite, the wiſe, and the gay ones of the 
ave? And will any one that underſtands his Bi- 
ble, or that reads the New Teitament only, 
call tliete chriftrans, men of picty and virtue ac- 
cord to the Gof: el plan? And as great are 

the 
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the number of immoral perſons; the before- 
mentioned I conlidered ſo in principle on- 
ly, and in their notions of God, and their duty 
to him alone; theſe IT conſider fo in practice, 
and in the regards they ſhow both to their Ma- 
ker and themiclves, and their fellow- men; ſuch 
Imcan, as reject the counſel of God avainſt 
themſelves, and in the greatneſs of their folly 
go aſtray from him, who glory in their ſhame, 
mind earthly things, ſeek the honours of this 
world, and arc lovers of pleaſure more than lo- 
vers of God; who do thoſe things which many 
ſober heathens would bluth even to hear only 
mentioned, and would fly the company with in- 
dignation where they were commuted. If the ca- 
talogue of ſins, which St. Paul hath given us in 
the begining of his Epiſtle to the Romans, in or- 
der to ſet forth not the neceſſity ot a divine reve- 
lation, but the reprobate mind, and vile attec- 
tions to which the heathen world was given 
up, is carefully peruſed, I tear we may con- 
clude that he is deſcribing the chꝛaracter of tuch 
perſons as live in our own day, and nation, 
though we have our lot caſt in a land of ys 
ſhen, and Viſion; where the holy Scriptur 
are tranſlated in our mother ton guc, and free 
leave is given us to read them as we have lci- 
ſure and inclination; a more ſute word ot pro- 
phecy than the dim light of nature, and to 
Which if we take heed, we need not fear doing 
well. HBecauſ. twat os they new Gd, thy 
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85⸗ GJ Kn Ge as Gur! nit ber Were thauktil, 
Gap 7 RO VOM IN COULY imagiunntious, and their 
feat; 2 = 0477 WAS dark ; pre Halli themſetve; 
t, be wife, ey became jeols : Wierefere Ged alſe 
v9 them wp to rckennſs, th rough the iujls of 
Or XN hearts, to difhonour their gn bodies be— 
r e. Who ctanged the truth 22 
11h 7 br, . Fer this cauſe Ged gave Item vp unt 
77e 4. hed S3 for oven their egen did clange 
4 Baur rule thut hich is againſi nature; 
end HACK alſo the mon leaving the natirral uſe of 
1 Ian, burned intoear Tufts cue toward ante 
(itt, MEN © ith men, working that which 18 ur. 
Heth, and reccuniny in tbemſelves that recoms 
Perce 7. reward viel was meet. And even 0s 
"ov did not like 79 retain God 1 1 their knoveledge, 
1 aN them over 16 a repro bate mind, to ds 
(je tires which are net cnwenient: being fril- 
ol ME" oll unrigteonfnels, fernication, wicked- 
71's, Sy cu, maltcienf bach, full of envy, mur- 
45 4 7 Mate, acccit, 2 gi]; wlafperers, beck- 
ter 5. baters of Gd, d. ſpite 2 proud, boajicrs, 
eis of evii tins, dijebedient to parents; 


c * 


wer; Lent un er a7 tity CC renant V. ralers, With - 
bit ritural af oftion, imblaceble, tune 22 

All hel he calls unrighteors in another 
place, and gutes us that they ſhall not tune it 
%% dun of Guo, and gives a Caution to us 
net to be deecived ; - ard after having named 
5 {orts of 112211 CID, he 1e Peuts 15 ic era - 
tlon, that more „. 0tice may be taken of it as an 
W di uch; Acer 75 Rai , 22 
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laters, nor adulterers, nor (ſeminato, nor abiiſors of 
th ome Foes with mankind ; nor thicves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor regulers, nor extortioners, 1 all 
mn:heritthe gde 6 God; and thenadds, am ſuch 
cvere ſome 6f Hi. And may 1 not allo add, and 
ſuch arc now a great man 7, Nay, moſt of the 
worid, with as much truth ; z nzy, and that in 
ONE or other of the before mentioned vices mott 
men live on whom the light of che Gof pelſlzings; 

and by which if they had be cn 7 aided, they 
would have hecn a very differen: 127 of people 

ſrom what they are? Por in any of theſe, {3 


1 


there any thing of the temper, behaviour. Hle, 
and converizgon of Tels Chriit to be cen, 


which wa, the great d ehen of I's haly religion 


im 


to inculcate and | intorce ? Is not ti: very cen. 
trary diſpoſitions and affections ig be a 


— 


predominant in the generality (, man Ling? 
tiow few of us can excuſe ouricives frown ring 
21 "nu * ORE or offer on cheſe ſort of ſin an run 


2 8 1 0 the like excelles of Ti igt? 1:C'3E aden“ 
vou, and examine cercfallyp who wears th! 
diabolical garmen:; and whother ar; of th 4 
vices are the pots 07 0 Is chüldren, a cen. 
lien witlm the chrinan character, its rcbge ve 
12G and converting 94 we, and a work of f:nc- 
tig cation in the Hul. It no „unde t \vhat f QA. 

231132710N oh wo 50 I ; and What notions ate 
Wwe. To A of {id r ut Ar: 4 yet ©? itrict 221 
Ctürv, to vout great rg Priie, YOU will id more 
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ef this comple 2 au vou are aware, that 


met 
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moſt men are carnal, and fo!d under ſin, and 
leed into captivity by it at its will and pleaſure. 
Separate the common and the profane ſwear- 
er, from him that fears an cath, the glutton and 
the drunkard, the lewd, and unchaſte, from hin 
who is ſober, and keeps under his body, and 
denies himſelf the intemperate uſe of meats, 
and drinks, and carnal gratiſications. Separate 
tic fraudulent and unjuſt, from the honeſt and 
f.ir dealer; the proud from the humble, the 
revenge/ul from the forgiving, the wrathful and 
PoiTorate from the meck end patient in ſpirit; 
the civious and malicious and cenſorious from 
the charitable, humane, and kindly affection- 
nech; the liar, flanderer, and backbiter, from 
855 upright, conſcicntious, and faithful diſci- 
ple of Jclus ; the ſenſual and worldly, from the 
{piritual and heavenly-minded; the covetous 
f::-m the liberal; the ambitious from the low- 
ly in ſpirit, and the \oluptuous from the mor- 
ted chriſtian ; and then tell me whether the 
number of real chriſtians is not ſmall; whe- 
ther they are net very few in whom theſe works 
of the fleih are not to be found in a prevailing 
degrees; and to the excluſion of thoſe of the 
put. But if you go ſurther, and ſeparate the 
mere {ormsliit and profcflor, from the obedient, 
{-:1itiul, and exernp }larily holy in the Lord; the 
„ nun al from the actual devotioniſt ; the talk= 
cr from the docr of his duty; and the flaming 
/calot wither: tetruc kno vlcage, from the ſtca- 
dy, pet c rering, wiſe, and circumſpect believer; 
there 


* 
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there will yet a ſar leſs number appear to he leſt 
of them, oi whom it may be ſaid, 0 them 10 


lide is Chiift. 
Will any one aver, that they, who hate eve- 


ry thing of religion beyond the outſide, are chri- 


ſtians ? That they, who have only the language, 
and not the nature, temper, and behaviour of 
the Lord's people, are faints? That they who 
are reformed in ſome particulars only fron 
their degeneracy, but have not undergone 2 
thorough change in heart, and life; are almoſt 
only, and not altogether pertuaded to be reli- 
gious; are orthodox in their principles, and be- 
terodox in their practices; have found notions, 
and hold the truth in unrighteouſneſs ; have 
faith without holineſs; a name to live, but not 
the root of the matter in them; in a word, a 
form of godlineſs without the power of it? Now 
when all theſe ſort of perſons are ſummoned 
before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, and are aſk- 
cd by him one by one, I bat they have done 
more than others, to hope for a title to, and a 
ſhare in my favour and acceptance? What 
proof you have given of your unſhaken loyal. 
ty, and allegiance? What ſervices have you 
got to ſhow you have meant my honour, and 
defigned my intereſt in. your day, and gene- 
ration, as I have commanded you ? Hath my 
grace been your principle; my work your rule ; 
my life your example ; my perſon the object 
of your faith, love, delight, and contemplation 


daily; my mediation your dependance; and my 
merit 


1117 


mcrits aud rigliteouſneis the foundation of 9 
your hope before God or juſtißcatiom to life? J 
lar, v hen ſuch intcrrogatorics as theſc are put 
to them, O, how foo will their mouths be 
ſroppred, how ſpecchlels and felf-condemnc! 
ww Ff they ſtand at his bar; and with what 
Name and conſution of face will th cy be fil- 
led, when their conjeicnces tell them they are 
not the men they pretended | to be, but de- 
cicvers, hypocrites, tall of gaile, and ſubtlety , 
who bave impoſed en the world, and would 
have impoſcd on their Waker, as they did on 
their fellow men, if they had been able; they 
were lovers of the Lonours, riches and pica- 
tires of this life, more than Chriſt, and having 
lived without Fun, and not denicd themſclvcs 
for his ſake, nor taken up te croſs, and follow- 
cdl lin, they have no part in him, nor in the 
redemption parckaied by his blood ; which was 
ned din lor his ſheep, who hear his voice, 
for his preumar people who obey his com- 
mends, and who are born again from above, 

Or ihe irt and are created in him unto all 

ol Works! 

—_— nat a inclapciioly truth is this, to br 
red fo few are real chriſtians, natwitli- 
Jwncing they jive under the light, the ordi- 
Os and mnitiretion of the holy Goſpel? 

be point Jam upcn is hinted at in part of 
* meſſage to the Church of Sardis, declar- 
ing, lie were 4. Few u, in ber, which bad 
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you, and ſend his holy Spirit to convert and 
ſanctify you; to give you grace to do his will 
here, that you may be reccived into his heavenly 
kingdom hereaſter ; that feeing your danger, 
you may avoid it, and fearing the miiery you 
have expoſed yourlelves to, by the guiit you 
have contracted, you may be lead to Chritt, as 
the way for delivcrance vut of it; who is our 
Paſſover ſacrificed for us, and having given his 
life a ranſom, hath obtained for us a dicharge 
out of the hands of juſtice, and is become not 
only the propitiation ior our fins, but the " e- 
Felialion for the fins of the whole undd. 
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Fir me to live is Chriſt — 


defcribed, who ſay, to me to live 
Chi; which, though this St. 
Poul aſſerted concerning him- 
ſelf, that others might kaow 
what fort of perſons the E- 
poſtles, and Miniſters of Chriſt were, and ov! i 
to be, yet as the words of the Tout, as i has 
owed, were as applicable to all fncere cu 
tians ; and I contidered them accor0inety in bays 


* MO > 


nw — 


ſenſes, in their primary and reſtramed, 
in their ſecondary, and more extonkye fi- 
cation; I ſhall alſo in this double view, by . .- 
of Exhortation, call on you to u{. your i 
earneſt endeavours to make tho Ar wilds ola 
racter, bywhich he deicribes hin. 
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he fol:citous, when we have obtained it, to outda 
ach other in our abundant labours, unwearied en- 
d&.avours, activity and zeal in it; that thongh af- 
ter all WE may not be able to pleaſe men, we may 
pleaie the Lord Chriit ; and arprove ourſelves 
Saithiul Newards of the myſteries of his Goſpel. 
iuftend of Jooking hack, aſter we have put 
our hands to the plow, with diſcontent, 
ſname, or fear; and growing ti:norous and 
faint-hearted on tlie account of any hard- 
inips or diliicuitics we may meet with in 
our work, we ſhould take the more heart, 
reaton ouricives into cHurage, check our difii- 
dence, call our fait, hope, and love into ex- 
erciſe; remind our Rlafter of his word of 
promite, caſt cur hurden ca him to ſuſtain it, 
and patiently wait fur his aſſured interpoſition 
and bleſfing. Is not the Grace of Chriſt ſuf- 
ficient for us; and through the aids thereof can- 
not we do all things? Hath he not declared our 
firenoth ſhall be pronortioned to our Cay, and 
undcrnemh us he will put his everiating arms; 
that he will never leave us nor forſake us, and be 
N with us always, to the end of the world? 
And is he not faichful, who hath given us ſo ma- 
ny exceeding great and precious proniiſes; or is he 
not willing to full the n, W ho ſued his blood 
for their ratification, 2 niorances to us; or ia 
he unable to execute bi: Lind intentions, and 
to do for us as the matter requires? By no 
means. We are con: ot in bim. The fulneſs 
of Codhrad dwells in him bodily ; and out of 
that 


| 119 | 


nad fulneſs We may receive every necdial ſup- 
* He has a watchſul cye over us, and com- 
paſſionate regard for us; he knows Our frame, 
and remembers we are but duſt; and will not 
ſuffer any temptation to overtake us, but ſuch 
as is common 5 man; ard 2 with the fein- 
tation alſo make @ Way te cope, trat we may be 
able fo bear it. 

If this be not the caſe, why did the Apnitic *mag=- 

nity h. is oflice; and v ray did he thank the L ord 
jcius Chriit © 2e bad enahl, ed bem, ji tinte ,t 
caunted lu fait, ful, Lal INT H 7205 £2; parker an 2 
Though thercfore the mia of wo hel be 
9 card, as it is called Cy of. Paul, yet it is 2 
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20 Pa 7 4, Þ — . I 1 172 17 3 » 
peiformuble one, and a plealan: one too you ſee, 
| 13 i oh , 1 8 
or elſe ve ſnould neve r have d, NCT NAVE 
* 10 — 171 o . G MM hs » 
rcad, of any tung! o great pai u in it as te 


23 f | ha g ! 12 Maven 
Aid 5 1090 o aT ir Pre 1165 OT 1 þ 111 C13 ches. 
This £p3/oroartus wno was A fetto weworker 


With St. Paul, "PPE ears to have been a inoſterie 
nently laborious ſervant of Jelus Chrit; one 
ho did not 72 runſelf, When he ice: Rad to 
haue ver- wrouglit h 2 3 but wont en boids 


ih 
15 and Stars in nis work, till he was for 2 
tine utter! 7 e led For It; poilihly he has: Zur-— 
neyed too far on tize account of it; ad ſiudieꝗ too 
hard, prca- he too oſten, or tod long, ard be- 
vond his itrength ; but by whatever means he 
lad coutracied a dangerous Giſcaſæ, you are 


told, that © zadved be was fic: rich n, drath; 


he was ſo intent a on it, and efiidnous Ta 


d'; Cor. z. 73. Rom. xi. 12. 
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that chere is no other name giren under hea- 
den among men whereby we can be faved; 
that if we would have life we muſt come to 
kim, believe in him and obcy him; if we 
would be juſtified and pardoned our fins we 
muſt repent oi them, conſeſs and forſake them, 
and have no more to do with them; if we 
i] be accepted to mercy, and bc bleficd with 
a0 piritual bleflings in heavenly maces, tis only 
in him fo gi cat a favour is to Dp exnect.d, and 
through the atoning ſacrifice he otfered up to 
God on the crols by his crucite xion and death 
it having plcaſed the Fathcr, that in 14192 2 
ſulncſs ſhould duell, that of Eis fois ve 
might receive grace for grace, and i:ave no 
good thing with-hea flom us wWuo Walk up- 
rigutly giore him. 

It is to aivre us on how frm a foundation the 
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norant in ail divine know !l-:Age, to reclaiin the 
ö erroneaus V. 110 Have nne air: V, ata turn the 
iohedicnt to the vwitdom of the juſt ; to convert 

R the 


+ +. V3. 18. 
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the unchnverted, and elify the faint in ſaitl; 

holineſs and comfort; tuat by © Hehn as i 
a laſs the glrry cj the Lord, they may be 
Hauen inte the fame image from glory to 
gl, v, as by the Spirit ef tie Lord. And who 
that frnows the worth of fouls will dare to loi- 
ter this work, or can crow v-cary in doing 
it, 25 long as his natural lie, and ſtrength, and 
Cavacity for it jaſts? . ho that conſiders What 
eternal ſalvation or ciarnal dainnation means, 
would cxpreis any back wvardnels in going a- 
bout it; would m iel the la reluctancy to 
Om a loſt ſheep to tlie fold oi Jelus, or ne- 

'ect the uſe of any means, he thought advilc- 
he to ſhow him his danger, and the way to 
eſcape it, when it is in his power? Who ra- 
ther would not difecver as great vigour, and 
per ſevering ſteadineſs in their endeavours aſter the 
innruction and edifcation of mankind, as cven 
the Aponle himielf did, that V7 as not diveſ. 2d of 
cul humanity, but © oO! Feel nity? 

In thort, the work Oi tie miniltry is to de- 
clare the whole counſgl of Coed, and to make 
manifaſt the iQ vo Ir of 8 Knowles e of Chriit 
in cvcry place; Whether men will hear, ©: 

nether they will forbear, that they mig 
hen themſcives pure from tlie blood 0 all 
men; but more largely and ireguently: 


to inſiſt on thoſe do Arincs, which ars the * 
rious peculiaritics of the Goſfel; 1 nican on 
tlic e perſon of Chriſt as God- man, and Media- 
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tor, o Cl 418 G3 cas CL 110 "act, Erieſt, and Ming; 
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aud) on all thoſe amiable characters, and rela- 
tions he ſuſtains by his Pather's appointment for 
he good of the church ; that mizat engage 
our aftictions, endear him to us, raiſe him in 
in Our eſteem, and conſtrain us to all holy o- 
edience to him; that might better the heart, 
reform the lis fe, and make us Pe: fect, eſtabliſh, 
ſiren nen, and ſettle us in the hope of the 
Golpel : for winch reaſon ſuch as miniſter in 
holy things are called e. friends of the brides 
rom, bæcauſe they not only attend on him at the 
art lage to do hit honour or any necdful ſer— 
vice, but ecauſe, before that, they had fur- 
thered the match by ſpeaking a good word tor 
him to the Bride, and uſed all their interc.. 
with her to obtain her conſent to it. For it is 
certain the inſtitution of a Gofpel miniſtry, and 
an order of men to diſpenſe it, was de ned as 
well for the perfe7 ing the ſaints, and the c- 
fying of the body of Chr iſt, as for the gathering in 
the clect out of * world, and the addition of 
ſuch new members as afterward ſhould be- 
lieve. And indeed the various titles they are 
dignificd with in the writings of the New Tei- 
tament, who are ſent by Chriſt to preach the 
Goſpel, do plainty and fully point out their 
work and oc, ſuch as that of Servants, and 
Mimiflors, Paſtors, and Teachers, Stewards, 
Ambaſjawors, and Soldiers. 

Are they Se:wants of Chriſt? To whom ſhould 
their lives, and ca pacities for ſervice in life, 

R 2 thelr 
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ſney nerd? Are tic: 7 {mo fe Gl CISS 811. id LACY 
20: do the criand they are lent upon; Exccute 
tie commiſiton they have given the: m; produco 
their credentials, and d. liver their mceiiage 
punRuaily, and fully; picad their Matter 8 
_ and and up tor Bis rights bold Gly, and 
- their utmoſt CNGERVOUTS to ſucceed in their 
Ct: exnbaGoge againſt ali the enemies of his croven 
nd kin dom? Are they Siewards ? Shou! 
they not be faithful to their grcat truſt, witcty, 
and Giicontly improve it to their Mafter's all- 
vantege, and honor; that when their Lord 
Cs, Erndivg them rightly cmploying them- 
Ce, cy may obtain his approbation, and 
TIF OY and not expoſe themſelves to lis jult 
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traſicd with tie care ol pak and much more 
to the grrateſt, when i gemmands their ap- 
pearance kefore him, aud declares his ac- 
ceptance of what they have done for him, with 
a wet! dine food Gd ait fr ic ervents; Yeu bave 
been joiilſul cter a fe things, Iv make you 
rulers ever mans things, enter ye into the joy of vour 
Lird. © Or, as in a folic ving veric, Come ye 47 ed 
F ni Father, i: e the e Fingdom pre pared fer 

vi- 75 bin bijere i foundation E. the + qc old, 
It the Devils in Lell! rejoice over every impe- 
nitent ſinner that comes there, out of malice 
Chriſt, and enmity to his perfon, and go- 
vernment. becauſe eorcby an addition 15 m2 ado 
to their wretched ſocicty, and there are the 
more to open their months in blavemies a- 
gainſt God; as the angels are ſaid to do over 
every pcnitent fnnur, ot of love to their Re- 
decmer 
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decmer, and delight in the proſperity of his 
kingdom, becauſc thereby an increaſe is made 
to their happy number, to aſſiſt them in their 
praites, and chaunting out their h:!!::vjah to 
to him, that fits on the hrone and the Lamb 
for ever. If in os, "mp to the aggro ation of 
a ſinner's offences, the damned exult more and 
more in the ſuccels of r wicked „deve os o- 
ver the children of men; f and the bleed, on 
the contrary, triumph in proportion to the 
greater meaſure of grace every tru chriitian 
attains to. If all ungodly Minitiers are to be 
reckoncd among the chief of Ron, tor no: 
doing, when thev know, or ſhould nave (frown, 
their Maſter's will better than others, fur ua! 
edminiſtration in their office, and nin ling 
inſtead of furthering the ſpreading of the Goi- 
pel ; ſuch will, no doubt, be received by tue 
prince of darkneſs, and all his helliſh fiends, in- 
to his dominions with a double welcome, where 
the worm dteth not, and the fe 50 7s net gueliclibil. 
On the contrary, if all faithful Miniſters, 
vh: 10 have ſerved the Lord "YE in his Goſ- 
pel, have, amidſt the ſoreſt temptations, ſuf- 
ferings, and perſecution, maintained their in- 
tegrity, and finiſhed the work given them to 
do, according to the beſt of th: Ar abilities, are 
to be reckoned among the chief of ſaints, 
theſe will without controverſy be received into 
hcaven, with thouſands and ten thouſand glad- 
ſome ſalutations, by all the bleſſed inhabitants 
there; and find an ctcrnity ſhort enough to re- 
COUNT 
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caunt their victories by the biood Of tlie 
Lanh, over all his and their enchi. 5, as well 
ast“ »exprefs tl: 2c divine tranſport of their ſunls, and 
their numberleſs thank! giv! 1278 for lids dnn 
nent. If there be Gctrees of glory. as! thin: 


Pes Sci ipturc 5 IVC us "I I Dew realn to be- 
110 YC. ten it 1< Cert Ain 15 C13AT tncy Wwio have 


«a. 9 „ 4” - * eee e e 1 
. 10 the Pre tere Hardi! Lp an have 
Y P yo « $« 4 p . 
j d ths groateit ſtcadincſs in their duty, 


all be aurnites to GIN u⁰,Ced honours here- 

Eut 19, oraina:ilv, endures fo many con- 
trade 1115 4 line ers aggainſt themſclves, as the 
edit ices ol ha Sober? ho find their work 
15 8 cuit to do, as they lor their Maſter's fake? 
0 ave oy jaith, Patience, aud love more 


{ner and inſuiting worid, they 
bet ſue cbt of the hands of evil ſpirits, and 
wicked and untcaſonable men, to nber and 
Letter, here is all day and no night; and 
Were, as there is no more fin, fo no more 
forrow, and the wicked m eels fro trou- 
bling and the weary for ever be at reſt; may we 
10! cnclude, that the righeous Judge of all 
the carth, will be fo far tram ſorgsting their 


lia bot. ld, that he will d! inguithin Ay 7e 
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* 
edlen more oppoſed ? nd if in their naſiage 
tug 2213 


Ward then? To tem who have 1 SA entruſt— 
Ca WR Je © lefg, he v. appoint to rule Over 
[6c ls; and to tier „nem he hath intruſt- 
Cl WALL ,L v, 1G Mull appoint to rule OVET 


Jen 


« 


„ their hops more 2avited, and their o- 
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{77 CUES 3 that is, ko will advance them to tho 
bigheſt tironcs of glory, he will ſet on the} 

heuds the richeſt diade mms, he will admit 
t!.co ncarer in their approaches 2 his ſacred 
vafeſty; they ſhall drink decper draughts of 
Þlits, and wear always the cnfigns of 10 perior 
dignity, and be placed among the firk faron— 
rites af his kingdom, from which ey fho'l 
come out no more, but dwell there in aninter- 
rupted peace, harmony, joy and felicity for 
cver. 

II. Not only Miniſters in particular, but ol! 
profeſting chriſtians in gener: 3 he as Carc- 
ful to live to Chriſi as this holy Aroiile cd ; and 
1 would as carneſlly recommend it to them i 
to do, as they would anſwer it to 58 aid 
their own conſciences in the judgment dg. 

Let me earneſtly beſecch you to Habe 
him your principal, your end, your dainpie, 
eur rule, the obiet of your ſaith, love, 
liope, fear, JOY, and delight, a8 yu tender 
vour intcreſt in hir n, and v 00 bo your OVeN 
friends; as you wauld evidence the ſince- 

ity of your rein is pretonkions, and anrnproic 
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80 1 ad C | Hens 
any foriuddden luſt, and the ro tion of any 


in aerfu ple 3 wehrten ate to deltructive of 
Chriſt's kingdom, v/iicy is rot of this world, 
„hoe ſubjects W hang cod, and accounted 
it an honour to be, if there be any truth in us. 
They Who arc Chriit's, {15 210 Apaſtle, , have 
erucrfizd the fleſh 4179 ile dectiaus, and Tufts. 
And in anotne act dec! res, that he cas CV Ute 
cited 207705 { rife 15 d dds, 7 7 £ 4 7 ve; vt 
not I, but (Mil G50 77 mm; and the fe Wiic T 
now live in the lil, 1 io by t faith af the 
Son of God, who 'is of mo, ad woe Mei (or 
e: and in 1 Place prenens it das taf 
this reaſon princ Nats Re who In th ro ot 
ﬀ” oy 1 
3 ll, 
een n. a 
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Chriſt, becauſe 1 #2 World WAS eric: fucd 
70 Ln, N ' tO tho 2 whe 1 ld. An! Vit nv 
few arc of WY Pauls mind, and live as 
though Chit was their lte, notwith landing 
the chiitiian denoninatien they Choute to go 
under, and who would he aftronted if you 
told tuen, they hal no tigluſul claim theres 
to! | 
Arc the gencra y of the PTC "Hors of Chriſ- 
tianityv Petter than * FE uſiuus in their hea— 
theniſh ſtate, of whom St. Peul ſays, that, at 
that tine e ve re Wilncnt Chrijt ? fre they 
not worſe ? Becauſe they hold the truth in un- 
119!1tco! * ; becauſe when they know Chriſt, 
they do rot live up to their knowledge of him, 
nor walk worthy the vocation wherewith they 
arc called; becaute they hate the light, now it 
ſhines uon them, and love d arkneſs r: hee than 
ligllt, becaute their deeds are ev il; for which 
reaſon our Lord denounceth the had ſen- 
tence of condemnation on them. Many who 
hear and i#pcak often of Chriſt, feem to be as 
great ſtrangers to the eg of his Goſpel, and 
their Baptitm i in his name, as if they had lived 
in Pagan countries all their days, where even 
the true Cod is not known nor ſerved. Wha 
more candid conſtruction can we put on their 
„duct, who live wholly to themſelves; who 
6 UW no regard to any thiog but cating and 
drinking „and ſteeping, and the honours, riches 
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J. 14. Eph. ii. 12. John ii. 19. 
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aud plcafy: cs of this werid ; who live, as they 
ere all animal, nad 110 ſouls: but 1 ON = 


© a5 * 1 oY TY +» © I'D B, T * * of 
ly do provide Aa happincis tor ; Who live, as If 
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there cren was no God, at leaſt had him 
not in their thoughts, ar d his car was not be- 
fore their eyes ; much iis like chriſtians, who 
are transformed by the renewing of their 


Minds, and not conformed to the cuſtums and 


practice es of this wicked world; who ig 
tho ND: if > mnertify ' the deeas of the body that 
they ig H live; ond their members, <iich are 

ben Toe curli, Jermicalicn, unclean fs, 125701 
ele . JEW, , evil concupiſeence, and COCUUL uf 
70075 7: hich is t ry. 

Is living in in, living to Chriſt, wito knew 
no ſin, and was holy, barmlef s, undefiled, and 
{cparate from ſinners? Is walking after the 
felis, walking as he walked, in whom was no 

guile, nor any accuſations of wickedneſs, though 
charged, cver proved againſt him? Cain he be 
thought to dwell in that ſoul by faith, that is 
not purified; or be in a ſtate of union wi oy it, 
which his Spirit hath not ſanctified, and made a 

mect temple for his inhabitation? O, my vre- 
theren, what agreement hath the temple of God 
witn vols, whoſe temple ye are, wherein he 
will take up his abode, and walk, if ye bz 
cleanſed from all filthincis of fieſh and ſpirtt; 
and aic holy as he who hath called you. is 
holy! Va- fe llowfhip e eee 1 u- 
righteauneſs ? What communicn bath !ght wich 
das- 


Rom. ill. 13. Col. iii. 5. 2 Cor. vi. 14, 15. 
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E17rit, aid oolicr of 7 tie Iruts, 4 it 15 iu Fefes, 


And mdccd if vou would Lat conmder not onlv 
the ncceliity of holinet, or chriftian picty, and 
virtue, as 888 as common lonely, ſuch as, 
Without 2 rerclation, iuine har de, to GUT Mane 
bern more Crag ul ly exact in than many OL 
us are; but the obligation you lie under bere- 
from the rations you ſtand in to Chriſt, 

8 1 55 ur Creator, P CICLVET, Bonciactor, and Re- 
8 einer, as well as from vour own 5 al de- 
dication of youriclves 10 him to be his, you 
muſt be coi! or ever by the verdict of your 
OV! 
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WI 
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Own © 2niciences, as well as by all laws hu 
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years; how unreaſonable a port ti en do you 
at, to deſeat this deſign of his Providence, 
to alienate vouricivcs from the Lic of God, 
through the Ignorance that is in you, becauſe 
"Th 5 blindnets of your minds ? 

ad you been called upon to do impoſſibi- 
ttc, or to requite hin for {:rours he bad ne- 
ver done vou, or is male returns C1, ropor- 
tionable to your cbiigations, ſoine rcaſons might 
be airgned ior vour unrighteous behaviour; 
but win you live and move ard have your 
being im bun dafly, not to remember the rock 
from whence you were hewn, and the hole of 
the pit wnence vou Were ang; not to render to 
bins according to his lencßts in the leaſt re- 
ſpect vou are able, but to forſake his fear, lean 
to your own underſtanding, do your own will, 
av, ” or lips EE Wn, <whors Lerd over us? 
An d rat 27 f r Te Fade, if we fray unto 
him? how prepoſterous is the conduct, how 
provoking, how unjuſt is tie treatment of our 
belt friend, the author of our mcrcics, the 
God of our lives, and of all our cenjoy- 
ments! 

You are Chriſbs too, both by name and 
nature. You are born of Cod, of Water, and 
of his Spirit, by the incorruptigle iecd of his 
Word; you are bis v.07%1e0{ip created in 
him unto good works; and vou have conſe- 
crate] VOUrIe: ves, (Shy VOuT Parents have, Or 
OU2 5 to have CUnleCumy you to him by Lap- 
| tin) ; 
au . de * Job xxl. 15. 
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tiſm; and yourſelves have recogniſcd this tranſ- 
action, by making it your own act, and deed, 
as ſoon as you grew up to ycars of underitand- 
ing, if ever you have thought ſeriouſly about 
it at all : You have avouched him for your Lord, 
and God ; you have declared, whatever others 
do in the moſt ſolemn manner that you would 
ſerve him, forſake all and follow him; that 
you would make his buſineſs your chict em- 
pioyment in liic, and uſe all your influence and 

ower to advance his glory. You have bound 
yourſelf to him by an everlaſting covenant not 
to be broken 2 the NN e 


and ſte ady and perſever ing e 15 his 5 due ; 
and nen you have given it to hun, you have 
no claim of merit to male at his hands; you 
are but unprofitable {crvants, and have done 
no more than is your duty to do. 

There is yet another right your dear Lord 
and Saviour hath to you, 3 and that is by pur- 
chaſe. The former right we gave him our- 
ſelves by our own ſree conſent to, or appic.ba- 
tion of, what others did for us in our Infancy, 
when we were incapable of acting for ours 
ſelves; which is eventually the fame ; but thi 
latter light was an act of his own lice ric 
grace, and favour intircly; and without any 
deſert, requcſt, or cvcu Loc ledge on our 
part; till he was plc ated i: 1 the fulneis of tine 
to make 2 a revciation of * which is wat too, 
we cannot difiolye, it we would; the price of 


is 
9 
{1 


# 5 Ou 
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our ranſom being already laid down, and ac- 
pred ; and if it could, it wouid not be our in- 
tereſt to endeavour it; it would be as fooliſh, 
45 impious, to dcfire it; though in fact we all 
of us do too much to render it of none effect; 
when we refuſe compliance with tlie terms on 
which the benefits of it are offered. 7+ are 
ot war tan, faith S7. Paul, for ye are bousht 
with a frice, Therefore, he adds, gherijy C 
7: + 7 ler, and in yur ſpirit, which are 
Cs; therelore notes of us, as he oblcrves 
in anotlier place, /u.ib unto bimfelf, he means, 
who are ſenſible of this obligation; and no 
nun arcth imto ee _ whether be lives, he 
ves unto ihe Lor 7. ed 1hether he dies, be dies 
wnto the Lord; that Fs ng or dying be may be 
the Lord's. « For 2 7175 end Chrift beth died and 
7 4. trat be mit: f be Lerd biih 97 the [1V- 
Ing ond dead; and! in N pluce he tells us, 
that le gave bimfelt fer ws, t that he might re 
en 78 75 om d nquity, aid purify 7 "73 
it} a peculiar peofle Seaious of good works, And 
C22 we remember what we arc, and whoſe we 
are; that we are men, and Chriſtians alſo ; that 
we are the Lord's by Creation, Proridunas: 
en. Redemption, and our Dedication to him in 
Baptiſm; and not bluſh and be aſhamed that 
we love him no more and ferve him no bet- 
ter; walk no mor. ciolcly with him; nor 
worthy of him unto all pleaſuig, . utful in 
every good work * 


v + Fu. wa, 4% * ) a Wo 5 5 . 
* 4 bw OT 1.4% + AQ = om. „ &S 1 , 8 
* 
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Who hath a right to our homage, and o— 
bedience, if he that made us hath not? Fo 
that gave us, and continues to us theic noble 
powers and facalics of reaſoning, think ins, 
judging, willing, and nilling, which we hav; 
and thoſe members of the body too, to be ein- 

7 as he ſhall direct, and when he orders 
> Whoſe ſervice and fear ſhould we devote 
ourſelves to, if not to his, which we 2 by 
covena!:t t indented with him Culy to perform; 
and whom we have choteu tor our: maſter al- 
ways to give us his commands? Whoſe ho- 
nour ſhould be nearer dur hearts, and memory 
be ſo dear to us as his, who gave his life a ran- 
ſom for us, and hath redeemed us not with con- 
rcpeible things, ſuch os f and, gol, but with 
bis cen moſt precious bl:od, out of captivity to 
fin, Satan, death, and hell? Would not thoſe 
vords come out of our Lord's mouth with as 
grcat propricty, as they did out of Sr. Paul's, 
concerning Onefimus to Philemon Aibeit, I do 
not ſay, bow thou ow oft me, even thy cwn ſelf 
beides; as he was only the inſtrumental, but 
our Lord the eflicicnt cauſe o? his converſion ? 
Yes, and all we are and have, we owe to him, 
and we thould be guilty of perjury. lacrnodge, 
and lypocrity, if we cannot in truth lay, 70 
{9 live 1s Corift : of perjury, becauſe by iti 
holding from Chriſt the performance of ou 
baptiſmal engagement, we break our vows, 
talhfy the moſt ſolemn word of promite, hav- 
ws declarcd then, as much as Fors, . AC = 
3 2 tions 
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tions could ſpeak, and called the holy Trinity 
to witneſs, that we would be Chriſt's fervants 

would live in the profeſſion of faith in him, 

and obedience to him ail our days: o: facri- 
ledge, becauſe we live to ourſelves, and not to 
him, who hath ſuch an unqueſtionable pro- 
pricty in us, and right to us; becauſe when 
vc ſhitt ſides, eipoute a different intereſt, and 
deſert him in the field of battle, we rob him of 
his holy offering: and yield ourſelves ſervants 
to the Devil, and not to him, when his work 
we do, and counſel we take, contrary to an ex- 
preſs proteſtation, and agreement that we 
would do othcrwite : of hypocriſy, becauſe we 
have only the name, and have not the thing 
which we pretended to, the chriſtian charac- 
tcr, and not the chriſtian ſpirit ; when we pro- 
fels to be and to do what we arc not, and what 
we do not. 

I would aſk you, and lay your hand on your 
heart and ajk vourſelves, what are the terms on 
which Chrift admits you into diſcipleſhip with 
him ? Are they not the loving of him, and 
keeping his commandments? Are they not 
faith in his name, and repentance from dead 
works? Are they not the denying ourſelves, 
and taking up his croſs and following him? 
But do we not groſsly prevaricate, and impoſe 


on the world, though we cannot on our om- 


niſcient Eon and Maſter, when we hate his 
inſtructions, and deſpiſe his reproof, refuſe ſub- 
jection to his authority, and deny him our 

hearts ; 3 


N 
N 
| 
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hearts; do our own wilis, and not his; walk 
in the ſight of our own cyes, fulfiling the de- 
fire of the feſh, and of the mind? And ſome 
of our fellow - men ſce through theſe diſguiſcs 
of religion, though others do not; and we are 
ſure the ſearcher of hearts cannot be a ſtranger 
to them, before whom all things lie naked and 
open; and by whom every work will be 
brought into judgment, together with every 
ſecret ching. Let me beſecch you therefore to 
conſider this, ye that forget God, and in the 


greatneſs of your folly go aſtray from him; 


| leaſt when he comes to reckon with you, and 


to weigh you in the ballance, you be found 
wanting, and he * zear you in pieces, and there 
be none to deliver you. 

O remember the great audit Gay is haſtening 
towards you, when you muit make up your 


accounts whether you will or not; and antwer 


for your bchaviour here whether it hath been 
good or bad; when a ſtrict inquiry will be 
made whether you have abaſed or imp: oved the 
talents you have had given you to occup 
with; when what you have embezzeled will 
be required with uſury, whether it be your 
time, your health, your wealth, your ſtrength, 
your capacities, and opportunities for ſervice 
your power and influence to do good in your 
day, and generation, to propagate the Goſpel, 
ſpread far and wide the knowledge of its holy 
myſterics, and particularly of Jeſus Chriſt, our 

Lord, 

Pfal. I. 22. 
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Lord, whom to love you are bound by the 
ſtricteſt eng:gements you can be laid under, 
and whom if you have been aſhamed or afraid 
to conſeſs here on earth before a wicked 
world, of you will he be aſhamed to confeſs 
be lor his Father who 1s in heaven: and if he, 
wife friendſhip you wholly depended upon, 
to m up tho breach, and ſecure a ſafe paſ- 
ſage for you, out of time into etcinity, deſerts 
you in the awful and critical conjuncture, and 
will not ipcak a favourable word for you, how 
wretched will be your condition then, and 
with what irembling and aftoniſhment will you 
be ſtruck, to think the merk, and humble Je- 
ſus, is wraried out by your fins, and his wrath 
is {lirrcd up aguinſt you, ſo as never to be ap- 
pezaicd; to behold yourtclves caſt into remedi- 
Ic{s miſery, for neglecting the great ſalvation, 
which was once proffered you; and adjudged to 
evcrlaſting puniſhment, and the ſevereſt con- 
demnation for refuſing 70 come io bim that ye 
migl bave life, while the day of viſitation conti- 
nucd. 
G, be wiſe now, and inſtructed, all ye chil- 
wer cf men, in the things that concern your 
erlaſting peace before they be hid from your 
3 Serve the Lord with fear, rejoice witli 
trembling. NV the Sen left be be angry, and 


ve periſh from the way, ben bis wrath is kindled 


but @ little, Tell bin you are his, and that 
he hath looſed your bands, and you pray, and 
Wait, and long. and faint for lis ſalvation ; that 


N Pſal. Th 44. You 
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you have given yourſelves up to him unfeign- 
edly, and without reſerve; that you ſee your- 
ſelves in a ſtare of damnation without him, and 
you deſire an intercſt in him as your life, and 
hope of glory, or you are undone, for ever un- 
done: that it is your greateſt grief you came 
not to an acquaintance with him ſooner ; and 
cannot yet expreſs a ſtronger affection for him; 
but however you will give him the beſt you 
can, and if at laſt you muſt periſh, you will 
periſh at his feet; calling for mercy, implor- 
ing his grace, truſting in ais mediation and a- 
toning ſacrifice for acceptance, and encoureging 
vourſelves in that word of promil2 he hath left 
and preached, that be that cometh to him, as a 
weary and heavy laden ſinner, be 2c not ca? 
out, but command eternal reſt to be given to 
his ſoul. 


The E N D. 


SS Rod @ I < 


BOOKS Printed for J. Wau on and 
W. FrNNTR, af tbe Turk's Head, in Lom- 
bard-ſtreet, and J. and S. Joux sox, at the 
Golden Anchor in Fenchurch: ſtreet. 


HE FAMILY PRAYER-BOOK : Or, 
Prayers to be uſed in Families ever 
Morning and Evening. To which are ad- 
ded, ſome diſtinct Forms for more ctpecial 

and extraordinary Occaſions. 


The THIRD EDITION. 
Price bound Two Shillings. 


ERMONs on the following Subjects, vi. 
I. The Uncertainty of living through a Year, 
urged as a Motive to early Piety. 
II. The amiable Character of Tofzabh conſidered. 
JH. The Reaſonableneſs and Advantage of at- 
tending to the Counſels of religious Parents. 
IV. The pecaliar Aggravation of Sin in the 
Children of religious Parents. 
V. The Word of God the beſt youthful Guide. 
VI. God remembe:s the Kindneſs of our Youth. 
VII. A Prayer for Youth at their Entrance on 
the World. 


VIII. The Miniſter's Encouragement and Joy. 
Preached to young People on New-Years-Da 55. 
By the late Rev. Mr. WILLIAM MAY. 
The SECOND EDITION. 
Price bound, 1 s. 6. 


every 
ad- 
»ectal 


8, VIZ 
Year, 


dered. 


of at- 
Ents. 


n the 


Zuide. 
/ outh. 
ce ON 


| Joy. 
Days. 
\Y. 


